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BE IT REMEMBERCB, fut on tbe tweaty-Dinth d^y of Octob«r, Anno lho<i 
BtlnLoiMtliotuaiid eieht himdr«d a^dtwentytwo, and in tbe for^-tutthrear aM 
the lAdependence of the United Btsra of America, Edwin G. Holland, E!aq. (ie4| 
posited in thi« oAce the title of a book, tbe ri^ whereof he daims ai antlior', 
antf |nt>prietor, in the words following) to wit: 

*^ A Refutation of tbe Calamnies circulated against the Soothem and Western 6tate», respecting- , 
the institu0on and existeaee. of Slareiy among them. To which is added, a minnte i 
particular account of the actual state and condition of their N^fro P(^>ulation. Together'1 
with Historicvl Notices of Ul tbe Insurrections that have taken place since the Settlement 06' | 
tbe Coontiy. Facts are stubborn tUngs.— S&ajbpeaj-r. By a Scmth-OaroUnlan.*' |; 

In oonfonnity with, the act of Congress of tbe United States, entitled ^ An act for the^| 
Bnoouragement of iLeamine, by wcuring tbe Copies of maps, charts, and books, to the authors 
and fttopiietors of such copks, during tbe times ther^n mentioned,** and also to the act entHIetl 
*^ An act stipplementary to an act, entitled, * An act for tbe encouragement of learning, by 
securing the cofrfes of maps, charts, and books, to the authors and proprietors of such copies, 
during the tim^ therein mentioned*, and extending the benefits thereof to the arts of designing-^ 
ftgraving and atching historical aad other prints." 

• JAMES JERVEY, 

CUdc fff tfu DUtrict of Sotah-Ct^ahnty. 
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TO 

THE MEMBERS OF THE SENATE 
t 

AND 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THB STATE OF 
SOUTH-CAROLINA, 

AND TBI HONOKABM 

f^ fUtvKbttu of Qif ectfi eoittKtt of ^liaxUtttm, 

Xnt FOLLOiriNO PAOKS ABX VKKT X»rKCTFOU.T 

DEDICATED 

BT TaSIB FBLLOHr-OrriZBN, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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X HE Author of the following discosnon presents it to the Public 
with feeDngs of deep and solemn interest. However imperfectly 
his design may have been executed, the subject of his observations 
is of such momentous import as to arrest the attention of the most 
careless and indifferent. It embraces, in its various aspects, ques- 
tions of the most profound and vital importance, affecting every one 
in all the different relations of life, and involving arguments and 
considerations that come home to the bosoms of all. He does not 
pretend to any thing very novel in his manner of treating the subject 
before him, as it has been, in a great measure, exhausted : But he 
- hopes that many new and important facts, in relation to it, have 
been produced, which were not within the reach of ordinary industry^ 
and for many of which he has been indebted to the kindness of some 
of the most intelligent members of the conmiunity. Several intierest- 
ing public Documents, also, are, for the first time, published, which 
shed much light upon the Colonial History of the country, and pre- 
sent a faithful picture of the state of the Province at the different 
periods to which they respectively refer. He returns his sincere and 
unaffected thanks ta those who have, incidentally, aided and assbted 
him in the collection of the materials necessary to have enabled him 
to proceed, and submits to the consideration of an enlightened 
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Public, the result of a laborious and punful investigatioii* The 
best of motives have actuated him, and hb only object has been to 
combat errors wherever he has found them — to strangle the slanders 
thftt were wounding our reputation with a serpent tooth, and ta 
place our character upon the elevated ground to which its bonoc 
fild patriotism proudly entitle it. 
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The Northern and Eastern Sections of our 
Empire, to whose early and active participation in 
the Slave Trade is to be attributed, in a great mea- 
sure, the extension, if not the introduction of our 
Negro SlaVery, are continually reproaching the 
people of the South and West with the existence of* 
an evil, the barbarity of w^hich they, at the same time, 
magnify with all the malignity of the moi^t pertinaci- 
ous hostility. The peculiar moral and political con- 
dition of that class of our population, who are pictured 
by them as groaning under the oppression of the most 
odious and afflicting tyranny, appears to be as little 
understood as it has been frequently misrepresented. 
It would be a matter of some difficulty, perhaps, con- 
isidering our relative situation as members of the same 
great Republican family, were we not fully acquaint- 
ed with the motives of those who have sq industrious- 
ly propagated the calumnies to which we have refciv 
red, to assign any competent reason for the devotional 
fidelity with which they have carried on their work of 
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defamation and slander. But the curtain is with*-^ 
drawn, and the history of past events teaches us the 
philosophy of their conduct. The late discussions in 
Congress upon what has been popularly denominated 
the Missouri Qitestionj have thrown so clear and 
distinct a light upon this subject, that no individual, 
who lays claim to a capacity of the most ordinary 
rectitude of observation, can mistake the true 
sources from which this current of feeling has pro- 
ceeded. In the history of the agitation of that mo- 
mentous question, involving, as it did, subjects of the 
most profound and afflictive concern, and which, 
but for the calm and temperate interposition of one of 
the most influential members on the floor of Congress, 
would have ended in shaking the Unioj^ to its centre, 
we have abundant testimony of the hostile and un- 
friendly spirit with which the most vital interests of 
the people of the South and West were canvassed and 
discussed. Bound together as we are by one golden 
chain of affinity, and exhibiting to the eye of the 
civilized world the sublime and beautiful spectacle of 
^n immense empire, composed of different sovereign- . 
ties, revolving hitherto, in perfect harmony under the 
controling power of a confederated Republican form 
of Government, it is deeply to be lamented that so 
much bitterness of feeling should have been engen- 
dered by the intemperate zeal of a few, or the profli- 
gate ambition of any. 

It must be conceded that the people of the South • 
and West have certain established constitutional rights 
and privileges contradistinguished, by their peculiar 
situation, from those of the North and East, the sur- 
render of which would be worse . the^n the wildest 
insanity, and for the safe enjoyment of which they 
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*mu8t and will contend to the last. If thi^y are to be 
sacrificed by a system of legislation that strikes at the 
root of all their interests, the safety of their lives and 
the prosperity of their fortunes, they will not be 
sacrificed without a struggle. There is a point, be- 
. r yond which, on the part of the non-slave-holding states, 
it will be the worst of insults to proceed, and at which, 
it will become the solemn and imperious duty, of the 
slave-holding states^ to resist. The Union to the latter, 
. is not worth preserving, if they are to fall victims to 
-". such a policy, the outlines of which have already been 
. developed by so bold a pencil The stupendous and 
colossal power of the North and East, is gradually 
Aadowing that of the South and West, and it is time 
for us to take such a stand, as will preserve a proper 
equilibrium in our political relations to them, and 
fecure to us, beyond the possibility of all future cavil- 
f ling, the full and uncontrolled enjoyment of our 
\m "S^^* ^^ deprecate, from the bottom of our hearts, 
J any steps but those which are sanctioned and strength- 
ened by a sound, patriotic and enlightened policy, but, 
at the same time, we cordially recommend such a co- 
alition in the Representation of the South and West, 
||l their places on the floor of Congress, as must efiec- 
loally, in conjunction with other interests, defeat the. 
#agitious and unholy ambition of those who would 
^' rise to power though the separation of the Union were 
to be their stepping stone. We are not conscious of 
I having indulged a tone of feeling inconsistent with 
that which should, upon this subject, be felt deeply 
iuid strongly too ; nor have we used any latitude of 
expression in our language, to which the conduct of 
se to whom it refers, is not, in every respect, obnox- 
ious. The speeches of many of the m^st infliientidl 
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members, both in the Senate, and in the House of • 
Representatives in Congress^ delivered, not in the 
heat of sudden excitement, but upon cool and delibe- 
rate reflection, breathe such a spirit of towering and 
unprincipled ambition, coupled with the most heart- 
less apathy upon the subject of our mutual interests, 
that they fully justify the most severe reprobation. 
Our children will read them with amazement, our 
friends with the deepest regret, and our enemies will 
dwell upon this dark page in the history of our coun- 
try with the liveliest satisfaction. 

It is, by no means difficult, we think, to trace the 
sources of the rise, or to point out the final object of 
the progress of such feelings* The Hartford Con* 
VENTioN, that scorpion nest of sedition and intrigue ; in 
which so many of the disturbed spirits of the Opposition 
exhibited such gigantic political effrontery, was, in all 
probabity, the origin of those profound and flagitious 
schemes, the true character and color of which have 
been since so thoroughly developed. It was within the 
circle of that association of powerful, though misguid- 
ed intellect, that the seeds of those feelings, of which 
wesojusrtly complain, were first sown, and which 
have since gradually ripened into a bitterneiss of hos- 
tility as deep as it is lamentable. 

The people of the North and East, are, or they 
affect to be, totally ignorant of our situation, and yet 
they insist upon legislating for us upon subjects, with a 
knowledge of which they appear to be wholly unac- 
quainted. This is neither fair, nor honorable, nor 
wise, nor prudent. It must be recollected, that every 
State is sovereign and independent within the circle of 
her own territory, and that her citizens have an indis- 
putable right to frame whatever lawB their intelligence 
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may deem uecessary to its prosperity and happiness, 
provided they do not conflict with any of the great 
fundamental principles of the Federal Constitution. 
This proposition, so apparently self evident and just, 
is, nevertheless, in a manner, controverted, and that 
too in an age when the principles of State Sovereignty 
have been as fully admitted as they have been freely 
discussed. The people of the North and East, will, 
nevertheless, take the liberty of interfering in the de- 
signing of some of our most important local regula- 
tions and of directing the steps of our constituted 
authorities. We are not only dictated to, but we are 
slandered in their public prints, denounced in their 
pulpits, and calumniated in pamphlets and orations. 
We are exposed to stijl greater perils, by the swarm 
of Missionaries, white and black, that are perpetual- 
ly visiting us,^who, with the Sacred Volume of God in 
one hand, breathing peace to the whole family of man^ 
scatter, at the same time, with the other, the fire-brands 
of discord and destruction, a,nd secretly disperse among 
our Negro Population, the seeds of discontent and 
sedition. It is an acknowledged fact, that some of 
these religious itinerants, these apostolic vagabonds^ 
after receiving the charhies which the philanthropy 
aftd open-hearted generosity of our people hdve be- 
stowed, have, by the means of Tracts and other 
naodes of instruction, all professedly religious in their 
character, excited among our Negroes such a spirit of 
dissatisfaction and revolt, as has, in the end, brought 
down upon them the vengeance of offended humani- 
ty, and given to the gallows and to exile, the deluded 
festigators of a most diabolical and unholy Insurrec- 
tion. Those who are intimately acquainted with the 
efficient causes of the late intended Insurrection in 
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Charleston and the districts adjoining, which, from 
the testimony as well of many of those who have been 
executed, as from that of the hundreds who either 
knew of or were engaged in the plot, was to have 
heen conducted with a ferocious barbarity, at which 
humanity shudders and turns pale ; those, we repeat, 
who are acquainted with the rise and progress of that 
nefarious plot, know how blasphemously the word of 
God was tortured, in order to sanction the unholy 
butchery that was contemplated, and what a powerful 
agency was put into operation by the dispersion 
among our Negroes, of religious magazines^ newspa- 
per paragraphs and insulated texts of scripture; all 
throwing such a delusive light upon their cx)ndition as 
was calculated to bewilder and deceive, and finally, 
to precipitate them into ruin. Religion was stripped 
of her pure and spotless robe, and, panoplied like a 
fury, was made to fight under the banners of the most 
frightful Conspiracy that imaginatiqn can conceive, 
and her voice was heard instigating the midnight ruf- 
fian and coward, to. creep silently to the pillow of bis 
unsuspecting master, and at one " fell swoop" to mur- 
der him in the unconscious hour of sleep, prostitute 
the partner of his bosom, violate the child of his affec- 
tions, and dash out the brains of his innocent and 
unoffending infant. The measure of desolation was 
not even yet full ; after robbing our banks, and seizing 
on our shipping, killing all but the captains^ who were 
to be reserved as pilots^ their atrocious footsteps were 
to have been lighted from our shores by fa general con- 
flagration^ and our city, that proudly swells with life 
and with wealth, was to have been left an awful 
monument of the most ferocious guilt. Such are a 
few of the barbarities to which we would have been 
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eit^sed had the late intended Insurrection been 
crowned with success. But the activity and intelli- 
gence of a wbe and efficient police, strengthened and 
enlightened qs they were by the protecting interposi- 
tion of a benificent Providence, have frustrated the 
wicked designs of our barbarous and inhuman ene- 
mies, and consigned to a bloody and ignoniinious fate 
the master spirits of the Revolt. Notwithstanding all 
these projected atrocities, however, and with a full 
knowledge of the facts upon the subject, we have, 
nevertheless, been vilified and abused for having visit- 
ed upon the heads of their stupid and flagitious insti- 
gators, the penalty which the Laws of our Country 
award, and which the vengeance of violated humanity 
required. We are sneeringly upbraided with a want 
of common justice in the framing, or a lamentable 
want of mercy in the execution of our laws. In 
many of the Northern and Eastern prints, there has 
been a great deal of that whining, canting, sickly kind 
of humanity, which is as disgraceful to the character 
of those journals, as it is contemptible in the eyes of 
all intelligent and reflecting men. Instead of meeting 
as we expected, and had a right to expect, the cordial 
and unaffected sympathy of those who wear the livery 
of our own color, who are connected to us by all the 
endearing affections of political brotherhood, whose 
hearts ought to beat with our own and whose hands 
ought to be the first to assist us in the hour of peril 
and of danger, we have too frequently encountered a 
heartless indifference or selfish apathy with respect to 
the horrors we have escaped, and what is still worse, 
: the gibes and jeers of the idle and unfeeling, or the 
foul rebuke of the " humane^^ and the " religious?^ 
This thep is the plain unvarnished statement of facts, 
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that, at a period of the deepest and most awful anxiety^ 
when our whole community was thrown into the most 
anxious and painful suspense; when the mother, petri- 
fied with fear, "strained her infant closer to her breast,'' 
and the listening father held his breath to cateh the 
first notes of that tocsin that was to summon binni to 
the defence of ail that was dear to him in life, against 
a merciless and vindictive foe; we have had our mo- 
tives misrepresented, our character defamed, and our 
laws ridiculed and reviled. If this be religion or Aw- 
manityl w^ must confess that we have learned the 
raeaningof thesQ two important terras from a nomen- 
clature widely different from those who have assigned 
to them a signification so directly the reverse, of our 
own. 

We repeat, the people of the North and East are, or 
affect to be, totally ignorant of the actual state and 
character of our Negro Population; they represent 
the condition of their bondage as a perpetual revolu- 
tion of labor and severity, rendered still more deplo- 
rable by an utter destitution of all the comforts of 
life, bur Negroes, according to these candid and accu- 
rate observers, are in every respect illy provided, 
badly fed and badly clothed ; worked beyond their phy- 
sical capacity while in health ; neglected while in 
sickness ; going always to their labor with the most 
dogged reluctance, confined to it by the severity of the 
cart-whip, and denied, in fine, all the ordinary enjoy- 
ments of existence. Now, the very reverse of this is 
the truth ; and it is within the province of those who 
are continually defaming us, to ascertain it ; yet, not- 
withstanding that the most abundant testimony is at 
hand to satisfy the most curious inquirer upon the 
subject, and every candid and enlightened obserVei* 
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finds himself at every step furnished with the most 
ample refutation of these ch€u*ges, the calumny has 
nevertheless been industriously propagated and upheld 
with a malignity of design, and an utter contempt of 
truth, at war with every thing like fair argument, or 
the most ordinar)* regard for our feelings. 

We are told by these enlightened and exclusive pa- 
triots and philanthropists that the odious state of bon- 
dage among us is a libel on the character of our 
country, the very Constitution of which, declares all 
men to be born equal ; that it lessens the reputation of 
the Republic in the eyes of the civilized world, renders 
us as a people less acceptable in those of Heaven, and 
that its abolition is necessary to the greater security 
and more perfect happiness of the Union; as if we 
were the original introducers of this system, or even, 
noWy had it in our power, to sweep away, at one effort, 
the accumulated evils that have been the growth of 
centuries, and which will take more than centuries to 
remove. 

These prefaratory remarks will not, we trusty be 
considered as injudiciously introduced, whe^ it is 
, recollected that the principle object of the following 
pages is to present a candid and dispassionate refuta- 
tion of these calumnies, and to develope, for the in- 
struction of our Northern and Eastern brethren, the 
actual state and condition of that class of our popula- 
tion, respecting whom so much "sentimental rant and 
sonorous philanthrophy" has been expended. In ad- 
dition to this, we shall offer some general remarks 
upon the policy of altering and amending some of our 
laws touching the subject before us, and making such 
other statutory provisions, in relation to our^ greater 
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sented to embark along with him. The night before 
his departure^ however, his Negroes were attacked by 
a large body from a different quarter, and Hawkins, 
being alarmed by the shrieks and cries of dying per- 
sons, ordered his men to the assistance of his slaveSy 
and having surrounded the assailants, carried a num- 
ber of them on board, as prisoners of war. The next 
day he set sail for Hispaniola^ but, during the passage, 
he treated his prisoners of war in a different manner 
from his volunteers. U^on his arrival he disposed of 
his cargo to great advantage, and endeavoured to 
inculcate on the Spaniards, who bought the Negroes, 
the same distinction he had observed ; but they having 
purchased all at the same rate, considered them as 
slaves of the same condition, and consequently, treated 
them all alike.'' — Hawkins soon after returned to 
England, with a rich and valuable cargo, which he had 
obtained in exchange for his slaves. Great curiosity 
was excited by the novelty of his adventure, and 
among the more rigid, some scruples of conscience 
began to be entertained of the propriety and humanity 
of the trade. Elizabeth, during whose reign this ex- 
pedition had been fitted out, ordered Hawkins to 
appear before her, and interrogated him as to his mode 
of conducting it. He assured her that his motives were 
those of the most disinterested humanity, and promised 
his Royal Mistress, " that in no expedition where he 
had the command^ should any Africans be carried away 
without their own free will and consent, except such 
e^tives as were taken in war, and doomed to death j 
and that he had no scruples about the justice of bring- 
ing human creatures from that barren wilderness, to 
«i condhion where they might be both happy them- 
selves, and beneficial to the woi^ld." Elizabeth 
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expressed herself perfectly satisfied with the relation 
she had heard, and promised Hawkins her protection 
and assistance. Soon after this interview with the 
Queen, he projected a second voyage to the Coast, and 
she offered him the convoy of a man of war; but he 
declined the offer, alleging as a reason, that the pro- 
fits arising from the trade were amply sufficient to 
remunerate him for the* dangers and expense which 
attended it. "In his passage, however,'' says the 
historian, to whom we have already referred, " he fell 
in with the Minion^ man of war, which accompanied 
him to the Coast of Africa. After his arrival he began, 
as formerly, to traffic with the Negroes, endeavouring* 
by persuasion and promises, and the prospects of 
reward, to induce them to go with him ; but now they 
were more reserved, and jealous of his designs, and 
as none of their neighbours had returned, they were 
apprehensive he had killed and ate them. The crew of 
the man of war, observing the Africans backward and 
suspicious, began to laugh at his gentle and dilatory 
method of proceeding, and proposed having recourse 
to force and compulsion ; the sailors belonging to his 
own fleet joined those of the man of war, and applaud- 
ed the proposal. But Hawkins, considered it as oruel 
and unjust, and tried by persuasion, promises ^nd 
threats, to prevail on them, to desist, from a purpose, 
so unwarrantable and cruel, urging at the same time 
his authority^ and instructions from the Queen. But 
the bold and headstrong sailors, would hear of no 
restraints; they pursued their violent design, and 
after several unsuccessful attacks, in which many of 
them lost their lives, the cargo was completed by force 
and barbarity." Thus ended an enterprise in which 
avarice, cloaked ^ike a saint, violated all the privilegea 
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of humanity, while a keen and cunning policy, 6n the 
part of government, foreseeing the prodigious advan- 
tages that would necessarily arise from the prosecu- 
tion of the trade, cautiously winked at, and secretly 
encouraged it. Hawkins, notwithstanding the elabo- 
rate effort of Heivitt to vindicate his motives, must 
stand adjudged in the eyes of the civilized world, a 
profound and impious hypocrite, and Elizabeth, the 
secret protector of a scheme of commercial barbarity, 
that must forever tarnish the glory of her reign. As 
a proof of the sincerity of both parties, we find 
Hawkins, upon hi^ return to England from his second 
voyage, knighted by Elizabeth, and made Treasurer of 
the Navy ; and in less than a twelve month after, he 
was appointed to the comm<ind of a man of war, 
which, with three other vessels of a lesser class, set 
sail for the Coast, on the same '^ trading expedinonJ^ 
Whatever may have been the motives of the cme, how- 
ever, who undertook the prosecution of this newly 
discovered commerce^ or of the other, who, by a 
refined and deep-sighted policy, protected and encour- 
aged it ; both are equally guilty of having paved the 
way to the violence, barbarity, and bloodshed, that 
have stained the subsequent history of the Slav£ 
Trade. 

When once the spirit of commercial avarice had 
been excited in England, there were no bounds to its 
voracious appetite. Justice was deaf and conscience 
itself was dumb. Private adventures multiplied and 
Africa swarmed with the thousands who were now 
engaged in the trade. In little more than twenty years 
from the date of Hawkins' first voyage to the Coast, 
it became so profitable a source of wealth, that the 
government no longer preserved the cautions attitude 
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it had hitherto assumed, but throwing off the mask, 
u openly, by Patents from the Crown, sanctioned and 
flh encouraged it. In 1686 and 1688, two several Pa- 
pti? tents were granted to "certain rich merchants in 
Ixh London,^' to trade to the Coast of Guinea, within 
certain Latitudes. In 1692, a third Patent was granted 
to the same Company, greatly extending their privi- 
leges, and enlarging the territory of their trade. The 
Company, however, either from want of funds, igno- 
rance of the mode of conducting the trade, or an expira- 
tion of their charter, became extinct, and the trade was 
in a great measure abandoned. It was revived and 
prosecuted with renewed activity in the reign of 
Janoes I. In 1608, a Patent was granted to another 
company of merchants, with an extensive right to the 
trade^ and "of more validity and extent than any of 
the former grants." During the period of the Com- 
monivealtb also, inl 661, similar privileges were granted 
to other merchants in London, but the unsettled state 
of the country, rendered the Patent of little or no 
advantage to them. The commerce fell into ruin, but 
was still prosecuted by some few private individuals. 

In 1662, under the reign 'of Charles II, another 
Company was erected into a corporation, by a Patent 
from the Crown, under the name of the "Royal Com- 
pany of England trading to Africa." The war which 
succeeded, with the Dutch, immediately after, utterly 
ruined the trade, and the Company surrendered their 
charter to the Crown, upon payment of a sum of money *^ 
The King immediately (1672) erected another corpo- 
ration under the name of the "Royal African Compa- 
ny." This Company continued to exist from this period 
with a continual enlargement of its privileges, until 
the final abolition of the Slave Trade in England, in' 
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the year 1807. We think it unnecessary to proceed 
any farther in our account of the progress of this de- 
testable traffic. The Parliamentary History of the 
English Empire, sinc^ the year 1672, b so easy of 
access, that little or no difficulty can be encountered 
by tliose who are ataxious to continue the chronology 
of the Trade, Our object, so far as it is connected 
with our general . design, is sufficiently obtained by 
the abstract we have already given. 

If then, we are unhappily afflicted with an evil, the 
curse of which is felt and acknpwiedged by every 
enlightened man in the Slave-holding States, it should 
be a matter of sympathy, rather than of rebuke, 
particularly when it is recollected that it was not of our 
own creation. It must be conceded by every fair and 
candid reasoner, who is at all acquainted with the 
history of our country, that the introduction of this 
mischievous and unhappy institution is not imputable 
to the present generation, nor are we answerable either 
to heaven, or to earth, for its existence. " Slavery" 
said Mr. King (ami des noirs) *^ unhappily exists in the 
United States; enlightened men in the States^ even 
where it is permitted^ and every where out of them, 
regret its existence among us^ and seek for the means of 
mitigating it. The first introduction of Slaves is not 
imputable to the present generation^ nor to their ances- 
tors. Before the year 1642, the trade and ports of the 
Colonies were open to foreigners, equally as those of 
the mother country, and as early as the year 1620, a 
few years after planting the Colony of Virginia, and 
the same in which the first settlement was made in the 
old Colony of Plymouth, a cargo of Negroes was 
brought into and sold as slaves, in Virginia, by a 
foreign ship; from this beginning the importation was 
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eontinuied for nearly two centuries. To Iter honoTy 
Virginia, while a Colony,^ opposed the importation of 
slaves^ and was the Jirst State to prohibit the same by 
a law passed for this purpose in 1778, thirty years 
before the general prohibition, enacted by Congress 
in 1808." Admitting, for a moment, however, that the 
existence of slavery among us was an institution of 
our own voluntary adoption, and not forced upon us, 
let u9 inquire how far the people of the South and 
West can be called to the bar of public opinion, by 
those of the North and East, and what proportion- 
ate or relative agency, each of these sections of our 
empire had, in the introduction of the very evil, of 
which both complain, and to the dangers of which 
the former are most sensibly alive. 

The Northern and Eastern sections of our Union, 
then, in common with ourselves. Colonies of the Bri- 
tish Empire, were at a very early period^ actively and 
industriously engaged in the very traffic to which is to 
be attributed the introduction and existence of the sin 
oif which they have since so loudly and clamorously, 
complained. The "atrocious crime^' of slavery among 
PS as a people, of which, their own agency was, in a 
great degree, the proximate cause, ought, in strict jus* 
tice, therefore to be attributed to them, or, as will be 
shown, is less impiitable to us. Great Britain, and the 
then Northern nand Eastern Colonies of her American 
possessions, were the first dealers in the odious and re- 
proachful commerce that has entailed upon our coun- 
try, the evil which we all lament, and if the latter made 
any early or obviously direct efforts, to abolish the 
trade, it was hot so much from any ^^ compunctious^ 
visitiigs" of conscience, or from any more enlightened 
feelings of philanthropy^ as from the operation of the 
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acts of the British Parliament, which, from time to time 
granted peculiar and exclusive privileges to British 
merchants, that amounted to a virtual prohibition, and 
debarred her Colonies from any participation in the 
trade. When the latter found that they were to be 
inundated by a class of people, from the introduction 
of which, they no longer were to derive the commer- 
cial advantages they had hitherto possessed, exertions 
were then made to abolish the traffic, or to lay it.tmder 
heavy imposts. It was not until the period to which 
we have referred, that any very serious disposition was 
shown by them to interrupt the stream of wealth that 
poured its riches into their laps, or to divert it from the 
)channels in which it had hitherto flowed. The history 
of the times is emphatic upon this point. The first ex- 
pression of the Legislation in the then North- American 
Colonies which took place upon this subject, was that 
of the " General Court of Massachusetts," in 1646, in 
which they prohibited the buying and selling of slaves, 
" exicept those who were condemned to servitude by 
tho sentence of a court of justice, or those who were 
taken in time of war. ^'^ In 1703, more than half a 
century after the qualified provisions of the act which 
we have just quoted, another effort was made to 
restrict the importation of slaves, by subjecting it to 
a heavy impiist, which failed. From the complexion 
of these historical documents, it would appear that it 
was from no very nice and scrupulous abhorrence of 
the "odious "crime"* of slavery, on the part of the 
Northern and Eastern Colonies, that they interdicted 
the trade in human flesh, but a necessary result of the 
commercial avarice of the mother country, which 
closed the door of the trade upon her Colonies, and 
^ut up the gates of its African commerce to all but 
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latlve born British {nercHants, and consequentlfi 
estroyed all prospects of advantage on the part 
\( the Colonies in this respect. It was not, then, so 
nuch the .generous result of a more enlarged and en-: 
ghtened philanthropy on the part of these Colonies, as 

was a calculating policy which dictated the steps 
lat they took, in rejation to the importation of jslayes. 

it were not, why delay the expression of their abhor- 
ence of what they deemed a curse and a scourge upon 
le country, from the year 1645 to 1703, in the years 
ntermediate between the two periods of which, the 
xclusive privileges to which we have referred were 
ranted by the crown ; or why the distinction between 
I? situation of the individual who may have been fairly 
urchased on -the Coast of Africa, and brought into the 
ountry, and that of him who was taken prisoner in 
iwful war, fighting boldly against the enemies of his 
ice, and manfully exerting all the energies which God 
ad nature gave him, to repel the notorious and unin- 
irrupted aggressions of the Colonists upon his liberty 
nd life. The red man of the woods, who was the ori- 
inal proprietor of the soil on which they had settled, if 
tken captive while resisting the encroachments of his 
ore civilized and unwelcome neighbors, was declared 
1 be a slave^ and could be bought and sold as such^ at 
ie discretion or caprice of those into whose hand$ 
e fortune of war may have thrown him ; while the 
^k man was no sooner landed on their shores, than 
) became invested with the privileges of a higher and 
ore fortunate condition. And yet these Colonie$ 
iw arrogate to themselves, the proud and peculiar 
Btinction of havpg first interdicted the traffic in hu- 

n flesh, and of having, from the purest and most dis- 

terested humanity, first exhibited to the world the 
4 
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features of a system of legislation dignified by all that 
can ennoble humanity. 

We claim, on the part of the Colonists of the South, 
no particular exemption from the charge of having 
participated in this commerce and in the reception in 
common with the Northern and Eastern Provinces, of 
the slaves that were imported in British ships; but 
they are certainly entitled to as much credit, on the 
scorp of humanity, as any portion of the Colonies, for 
the early and active exertions which were made to 
suppress the growth of an evil, the frightful character 
of which appeared so evident. Virginia began h^r 
system of legislation at a period almost at the same 
time with Massachusetts, and followed it up with the 
most unrektxing assiduity. Long before the expira- 
tion of the seventeenth century, she had made great 
progress in restraining the importation of slaves into 
her territory, by laying such heavy imposts upon their 
introduction, as virtually amounted to a prohibition. 
No less than twenty-three Acts, imposing a duty of 
from^t?e to ten, and finally to twenty per cent, may be 
found in her statute book, from the year 1699 to 1772, 
" the real design of all of which was not revenue, but 
the repression of importation.^^ Brougham, in his 
" Colonial Policy," has a passage upon this subject, 
that places the character of Virginia in an elevated and 
distinguished point of view. 

" Every measure proposed by the Colonial Legisla- 
tures that did not meet the entire concurrence of the 
British Cabinet, was sure to be rejected in the last 
instance by the crown. If examples were required^ 
we might refer to the history of the abolition of t|^ 
slave trade in Virginia. A duty on the importation of 
Begroes had been imposed amounting to a prohibUiofi^^ 
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One Assembly, induced by a temporary peculiarity of 
circumstances, repealed this law by a bill which re- 
ceived the immediate sanction of the crown. But 
I never afterwards could the Royal assent be obtained 

to a renewal of the duty, although as we are told by 
Mr. Jefferson, ail manner of expedients were tried for 
I this purpose by almost every subsequent Legislature 

that met under the Colonial Goverpment. The very 
first Assembly that met under the new Constitution 
finally prohibited the traffic.'' In 1772, very active 
exertions were made by Virginia to repress the trade* 
The "duties previdusly imposed were re-enacted," and 
I ' the Assembly, at the same time, in a petition to the 
I throne, " earnestly implore" the interpositipn of the 

crown, in checking the importation of slaves from the 
Coast of Africa, representing that "i< had long been 
considered as a trade of great inhumaniiy,^^ the future 
progress and encouragement of which would, in the 
end^ endanger the security and happiness of the Colo*- 
ny. The language of the petition breathes a deep and 
emphatic tone of feeling upon the subject, that evident- 
ly demonstrates the sincerity with which it was pre- 
sented. The petition, however, was unattended to, 
and the Colony was still stocked by the mother coun- 
try, with a class of population, against the introduce 
tion of which, it had long previously declared its dis- 
gust and abhorrence. "That the inclination (says 
! Mr. Walsh, in his " Appeal" from the Judgments of 

j Great Britain, respecting the United States) to im- 

pose the yoke of perpetual bondage on any part of 
their fellow creatures if it ever existed among the majo^ 
rity of the Virginia planters ^qon subsided ^ is manifest 
from an Act which is traced to,lp62, declaring that 
• " no Englishman^ trader, or other, who should bring 
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in any Indians as servtats, and assign /them over i» 
any other, should sell them (or slaves, nor for any other 
time than English of like age, could serve by Act of 
Assembly." Thus early teas the staU of slavery prohibit 
tedj where it was not exacted by the higher i^uthority; 
and the first opportunity was taken after the Declara- 
tion of Independence, to extinguish the detestable com* 
merce so long forced upon the Province,. In October 
1778, during the tumult and anxiety of revohtion, the 
General Assembly passed a Law, prohibiting, under 
heavy penalties, the further importation of slaves, ani 
declaring that every slave imported thereafter, shouM 
be immediately free. The example of Virginia wa» 
followed at different times bdbre the date of the Fede* 
ral Constitution by most of the other States*'* Theai 
historical facts, added to others that we shall produce 
itimish the most abundant and miequivocal testimoi^ 
of the early and sincere desire on the part of the 
Southern States to repress a traffic, to the dangers and 
inhumanity of which they were most sensibly alivi 
There is another valuable piece of Colonial hktoiy 
that gives additional weight to the argument. In tte 
year 1711, Governor Gibbes, in his speech to the Af* ' j 
sembly of the State of South-CaroUna, after represenf' * 
ing the flourishing condition of the Province, and ii ' 
general happiness and prosperity, recommends to the 
serious and solemn consideration of the Assembly tbt 
necessity of interdicting the importation of slaves, ant 
deprecates in the- most emphatic manner, the furth0 
introdii^tion of them. T)ie following is an extraflt 
from his Speech, 16th May 1711. We give it with dk 
the raciness of its ancient phraseology. 

" And, Gentlemen, I desire you will consider tUt 
' great quantities of hegroes^that are dayly brought inte^ 
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^tbis gmnernment, and the smaD number of whites that 
* conies amongst us, and how many are lately dead ancf 
*gon off. How insolent and mischeivous the negroes 
'are become, and to consider the Negro Act already 
*made, doth not reach up to some of the crimes the}^ 
^have lately been guihy off; therefore it m^ht be con- 
*venient by some additional clause of said Negro Act 
^to appoint either by gibbets, or some such Kke way,, 
^that, after executed^ they may remain more exem- 
^plary, than any punishment hitlierto hath been in- 
dicted on them ; and also that masters of negroes,. 
Wy be obliged to provide and allow their negroes 
^sofficient dyet and cloathing, and that tiieir worke 
^hk! correction may be with moderation, that they 
*iBay be comfortaMej which may the better encour- 
^•ge them to live peaceably and honestly with their 
'Daiasters.'^ We shall make further use df this docu- 
ment in a subsequent stage of our proceedings. I» 
tb mean time, however, we would remark, that 
lorn the testimony we have already produced,^ it i^ 
ibimdant}y clear that the Colonies of the South were 
tt eager as those of the North ta suppress an evil of 
ibenoritHty of whicb both were equally convinced ^ 
WA to the dangers^ of which the former were more 
Ifcnately exposed. While we i^peal to tlie records 
of the several States, we would point also to the 
JMmats oi Confess, to show,^that the earliest oppor- 
todies were warmly embraced by the people of the 
Sbath, to express their abhorrence of this odious^ 
tWffic **In truth,^ says Mr. Walsh in the work 
iticb we haver already quoted, "the Representatives 
fcto our Southern States, have been foremost in tes- 
^ng their abhorrence of the traffic ; an abhorrence,, 
flinging from a deep sense, not merely, of its iniqui-* 
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«y, but . of the magDitude of the evil it has entaib 
upon their country. It was only at the last session < 
Congress, (1819) that a member from Virginia pro 
posed the following regulation, to which the House 
Representatives agreed, without a division." 

"Every person, who shall import into the Uniti 
Slates, or, knowingly, aid or abet the importatioi 
into the United States, of any African Negro, or othi 
person, with intent to sell or use such Negra, or other 
person, as a slave, or shall purchase any such slgve, 
knowing him or her to be thus imported, shall, oo 
conviction thereof, in any Circuit Court of the United 
States, he punished with d^ath.^^ 

Abundant testimony, then, we think, can be col' 
lected from the statements we have produced, that the 
Colonies at the South were at as early a period as 
those of the North, eflSciently and actively engaged in 
legislating upon the introduction of Negro Slaves, 
and that since the Declaration of Independence, they * 
have manifested the same disposition. They are, ", 
therefore, entitled to the same credit on the score o( | 
humanity. 

We have now arrived at the period of the De- ' 
claration of Independence. Let us look into the 
history of the times, and observe the comparative 
agency of the different sections of the Union in the 
importation of slaves since the year 1 776. In the year 
1803, the State of South-Carolina opened her ports 
to the reception of slaves from the Coast of Africa, 
agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution of the 
^United States. In 1805, one of her members oo the 
floor of Congress, submitted a resolution, censuring 
her conduct in thus throwing open her ports and 
inviting the importation of African Slaves into her 
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rritory; and, but for the interposition of Congress^ 
a repealed the Act of 1804, which prohibited the 
roduction of slaves into the Territory of Louisiana, 
an Act at the succeeding session of 1805, the 
Its of the Southern States would have been closed 
ftinst the trade. This repeal was effected by the 

iuence of the Northern and Eastern States, who, 
lie they affected to denounce the "inhumanity" of 
trade, entered fully into it, and shared, from their 
nense amount of tonnage afloat, almost exclusively 
profits of it. Possessing, as they did, so decided 
advantage in the shipping interest, they became^ 
conjunction with foreigners, the carriers for the 
Hd, and stocked the Southern sections of the Union 
h a class of population, of the existence of which 
y now so unjustly complain. After they had reap- 
he profits of the trade from the year 1805 to the 
r 1807, when it was interdicted, it was then, and 
until then, that the "odiousness" of it became^ 
obnoxious to the "humanity" of the North and 
It, and that they began the cry against it. Unable 
longer from the prohibitory statutes of the Gene- 
Government to import, and having effected a sale 
those they had already imported, they then became 
y fastidious, and their " consciences ^^^ very conveni- 
!y, took the alarm. All the opprobrium, therefore, 
t they have heaped upon us, must be returned dou- 
foid on the heads of our calumniators. They were 

tpestionably the most active in the traffic. Mr. 
ith, a senator from this State, in the Congress 
the United States, demonstrates in the most lumi- 
is manner the inferences drawn from this view of 
' subject. His speech upon the " Missouri Question," 
the year 1820, is too valuable to pass unnoticed — ^it 
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firesents the l^st coup cPceilof the nature of the ** Ques- 
tion" that we remember to have seeq. 

'' About the 20fh December 1803, the Legislature of 
the State of South-Carolina^ passed a law to open the 
African Slave Trade under the authority of the provi- 
sions of the Constitution of the United Stales. About 
three months after Congress passed the law of 1804, 
and immediately adjourned* This was a time that every 
4hing was to bend to the Tonnage of the Umted States, 
and at the next session the Congress repealed this law 
{of 1804,) and the ordinance (of 1787,) wild opened 
the ports of Louisiana, and our Eastern friends employ- 
-ed, immediately J a large portion of their shipping in the 
trade. Carolina had no ships of consequence, but an 
^mple supply came from the North and East. Rhodi;- 
IsLAND furnished her full share; they sent there (to 
Carolina,) ships from Philadelphia, and they weic 
obliging enough to send some from Boston. - This 
was the ground upon which Congress thought prop^ 
4o re|)oal the law of 1804, and that part of the ordinance 
of 1787, at so early a period- This repeal too, must 
have been effected by the Eastern members. He knew 
that ilie members from South-Carolina were all op- 
posed to the Slave Trade. One honorable member 
from that State, the same session, (1805) offered a re- 
solution, in the Congress, concerning the Legislature 
-of South-Carolina for opening her ports, which was 
not acted upon. But for this repeal of the Law of 1 804, 
by Congress, the ports of South-Carolina would have 
been shut the next session of her Legislature. These 
ships cleared out from Charleston. That was necesr 
sary, because the ports in the other States were not 
open for this trade. The Northern slave traders, and 
t1ie British, carried the business on with a high hand. 



Digitized by 



Google 



S3 

The profits of one man in Charteston, an agent fot 
British merchants engaged in the traffic, were «feti- 
mated at ;^300,000, as commissiom^ besides oth^K's 
engaged in the same line. All these vessels were 
obliged to enter a South-Carolina port, but many 6i 
them immediately re*shipped the slaves to Louisiana. 
4s soon as this trade was cut o/f, by the Act of Congress 
<rf 1807, the sinfulness of it presented itself in glaring 
colors, both to our Eastern brethren, arid the Bri- 
tish. They can ship no more piblicly^ and the North- 
ern and Eastern States had done selling those already 
m their possession, and then the scheme for emancipa- 
tion commenced. The cry against this sinful practice 
tomes with an ill grace from that quarter." 

Again. — Let us see who, of the two parties At issue 
vpan this question, has exhibited the most ptompt and 
active disposition to put a final stop to the Slave Trade. 
It) the year 1818, a Committee, consisting of <Arce 
members ft^m the slave-holding, and two from the 
tton-slave-holding States, were appointed by a resolu- 
rion of Congress to suggest the most feasible and effi- 
dent mode of preventing the smuggling of slaves inta 
Ae United States, which, in defiance of the existing 
hws, was carried on to the confusion both of the cha- 
Hrtter and revenue of the country. The members 
tftfae Committee from the slave-holding States repre- 
sented the necessity of laying the axe to the root of the 
Ivil and by one effective blow to cut it up altogether. 
They proposed to make the penalty a capital one, 
imth* Those from the non-slave-holding States, how- 
Iwr, " were willing to compromise the sin for fin^ 
iM imprisonment,^ and the Eastern members, more 
firticularly those-ofthe Senate, v^ere opposed to any 

^ng even like " corporal punishmcQt.^' ^lere " sajji 
6 
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Mr. Smith << it ended, and their ships are yet (189 
engaged in carrying slaves under every flag andfi 
every nation that indulges the trade." Similar effoi 
were again made in the last Session of the Congre 
of the year 1820, by a member from Louisiana, ouei 
the slave-holding States, to repress the traffic, by coi 
pelling the captors of all ships trading to the Coasti 
Africa, and having slaves on board, to carry the si 
and cargo to the port to which they belonged. 
the Northern and Eastern portions of the Union i 
at once the effect of such a bill, if passed into a h 
and their ^^ interests*'* overcame their ^^consciem 
The bill, together with the amendments that had b 
proposed, more effectually to secure the Govern 
from the peculation of those who were secretly viol 
ing its laws of revenue, as well as of humanity, 
opposed by a member from the State of New-York, 
non-slave-holding State. The measures proposec 
this bill, would have instantly disclosed who were 
who were not clandestinely engaged in the trade 
had been inhibited by Government, but which 
manifestly still carried on to a great extent by citin 
of the United States, under the cover of other 
The opponents of the Bill knew what would be 
result of the disclosure contemplated by it, and i 
niously avoided it. A spirit of humanity so convei 
as this, is at least somewhat doubtful in its charad 
The following valuable tables taken from the Speed 
Mr. Smith of South-Carolina, upon the occasion re 
red to, exhibit at one glance a clear and compreheni 
view of the relative agency exercised by the diffen 
States of the Union, in the iVnportation of slaves ft 
the Coast of Africa. 
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^Recapitulation of the African Trade^ and by what NationM igtfp- 
portedyfrotn lit January y 1804, to lit December j 1 807. 



13 
88 
91 
10 

202 



Vessels belonging 


to— 






Charleston, 


. 


. 


61 


Consignees, natives q( 


Rhode-Island, - 


. 


. 


59 


Charleston, 


Baltimore, 


. 


. 


4 


Consignees, natives of 


Boston, - 


. 


• 


1 


Rhode-Island, 


Norfolk, - 


. 


• 


2 


Consignees, natives of 


Connecticut, - 


• 


• 


1 


Britain, 


Sweden, - 


• 


. 


1 


Consignees, liatives of 


Wish, - 


• 


• 


70 


France, 


FttDch, - 


• 


- 


3 





Total, 



The following paper contains the whole number of slaves imported, 
akl4he particular number imported by each foreign nation, and each 
of the United States. — It is in words and figures, thus : 

Sfe»e« imported at Charleston^ from 1st January y 1804, ^o31«f 
December y 1807, and by what nation: 

British, .... 19,949 
French, - - - . 1,078 

21,027 



In American Vessels, 

Charleston, (S. C.) 
Of this number there were 
belonging to foreigners, 



7,723 
I 5,717—5; 



717 



26,744 



Leaving, imported by merchants 
and planters of Charleston ' 
and its vicinity. 



Bristol, 

Newport, 

Providence, 

Baltimore, 

Savannah, 

Norfolk, 

Warren, 

Hartford, 

Boston, 

Philadelphia, 

New-Orleans, 



3,914 

3,488 I 



Rhode- 
Island, 



2,Q06 



7,958 

750 
300 
287 
280 
^0 
200 
200 
100 



-12,331 
39,075 
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Here endi the black catalogue. — It would show to the Senate l 
those people who most deprecate the eviU of slavery and trafie 
human flesh, when a profitable market can be found, can tell hio 
flesh with as easy a conscience as they sell other articles. ] 
whole number imported by the merchants and planters of CharleU 
and its vicinity was only two thousand and ttix. Nor were the sb 
imported by the foreigners and other American vessels and owa 
sold to the Carolinians, only in a small part. They Were sold tol 
people of the Western States, (Jeoreia, New-Orleans, and a consid! 
ble quantity were sent to the West Indies— specially when] 
market became dull in Carolina.'' 

Thus it would appear to every candid and refled 
mind, that the Southern and Western States, ha^ 

I but little shipping, were nianifestj^ unable to comp 

with their Northern and Eastern brethren in the f 
secution of the Slave Trade, and the latter indul| 
in it with an extravagance that has no parallel in 
history of our country. Let them do us coma 

I \ justice, therefore, and we are willing to share 1 

' odium, if any there be, equally even with theniseiv 

they should be the last to upbraid us when we ( 

'^ • point to cases of clandestine commerce with AM 

on their part, long after the abolition of the Trade. 1 
Sdencej the Endymion and the Plattsburghj ai 
them Jilted out at Neto-York^ were taken possesd 
of by the proper authorities of the United Statei 
the year 1820, for a violation of their laws in this I 
pect. 

We have other causes of complaint. The North 
and Eastern sections of our Union have wageJ 
perpetual and incessant war against the interests 
the Southern and Western States; and, since our Ol 
federacy, have by means direct and indirect, pd 
and private, carried on a system of Legislation wh 
destructive of our safety apd prosperity. Under 
mask of religion and humanity, of liberty and phi 
thropy, they have, within a few years past^ assul 
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an cbttitude in relation to us, that, if persisted in, must 
eveocually drive us into measures that will necessarily 
result in a separation of the Union. Such ruinous 
I eneroachmeiits have already been made, that we 
tremble for the security of our Confederacy, " Great- 
Britain," says Mr. Pinckney, of South-Carolina, in his 
plaee on the floor of Congress, **in the heat of the Re- 
volutionary War, and when all her passions were rous- 
ed by hatred and revenge to the highest pitch, never 
ventured to inflict upon them such measures as they" 
(the North and East) " are preparing for them" (the 
people of the South atnd West.) The Southern and 
Western States are too deeply interested in this course 
of policy to remain passive spectators of the scene. 
Tbey feel that a bold and determined attack has beea 
made upon their dearest rights, which, ^^ if success^ 
Julj must convince them that the Northern and £as<^ 
tern: States are their greatest enemies.^^ Melancholy as 
this inference may be, it is not the less true. 

Notwithstanding their boasted and ostentatious dis- 
play of humanity, however, the true causes of all the 
<4aeior upon the part of the Northern and Eastern 
States upon the subject of slavery, can be referred^o 
09 other definite feeling than a desire to wrest froof 
the Southern and Western States the ascendency that 
their wealth and talents have given them in the coun- 
cils of the nation ; and, by diminishing their representa- 
tioo, to secure to themselves the w^hole management of 
the afiairs of Government. They complain that they 
are not equally represented with ourselves in Congress, 
aoci have insultingly arrogated to themselves, dunng 
ijbe debate on the ^^ Missouri Question,^' the right of 
fitting down, in future, any increase jin the prospective 
lepresentatlon of the South and West, because tiiey 
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consider the " great concession" which they made 
at the time of the adoption of the Federal Constitotioii, 
in allowing the slave-holding States to be represented 
in the proportion of ihree-fifihs of the number of then* 
slaves, as one that has put us under an obligation of 
gratitude that can never be cancelled on our own parts, 
or too deeply regretted by themselves. They repre- 
sent this ^^ concession" as a sacrifice by them to the 
cUfection which they had for the Union of the States, 
and their patriotic desire to preserve it from dissolu- 
tion. This is a gross and manifest error. The histo- 
ry of that period presents us with a picture directly 
the reverse. Anterior to, and during the period of our 
Revolutionary War, all the States, indiscriminately, 
were in possession of slaves whose treatment and situ^ 
ation in every respect were precisely the same. In 
the Southern and Middle States, it is true, they were 
more numerous than in those of the Northern and 
Eastern, but the latter, nevertheless, had numbers of 
them. At the time of the adoption of the Federal 
Constitution, the Northern and Eastern States, who 
then exhibited a sickly humanity on the introduction' 
of the word Slave in the articles of Confederation, pro- 
posed, at their own instance, that the apportionment 
jof taxation by the general Government should be 
graduated by x\ie vdL\\xe o{ hnds^nA their improvements^ 
Ever alive, however, to their own interests, they soon 
discovered that they had surrendered too much to 
their " qualms of conscience" upon this subject, and 
instantly, at their own suggestion, substituted a reso^ 
lution apportioning the amount of taxation by th#' 
number of inhabitants in each State, including all thd' 
whites and three-fifths of the black population. As €' 
proof that the non-slave^holding States are not entitled^- 
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10 the slightest degree of credit for what they have 
klsely termed a " sacrifice" in this particular we have 
(mly to refer to the annual reports of the Secretary of 
be Treasury.' These documents will demonstrate at 
isingle glance, that the Southern and Western States 
lave, by this very " concession" on the part of the 
Northern and Eastern States, deprived themselves of 
I quota of representation to which they are legiti- 
Hately, and by all the axioms of political economy^ 
trictly entitled. The former pay a greater amount 
&f taxes to the support of the General Government, and 

tfact, furnish nearly double of its annual revenue 
comparison with the Northern and Eastern Stategj; 
Ind this difference is created in a great measure by 
(he value of the labor of our slaves. We will take the 
^ear 1820, when the " Missouri Question" was under- 
|oing a full and fatal discussion. In that year, from 

report of the Secretary, the exports from the States 
orth of Pennsylvania, inclusive, were only about 
ighteen millions^ while those of the States south of 
Pennsylvania exceeded thirty-two mt7/ion^,enab}ing the 

itter to import double the value of foreign commodi- 
ies necessary to our convenience or our luxury, and 
living, of course, a double amount of revenue to the 
eountry. Thus, while the labor of our slaves is so 
baterially efficient in the support of the Government, 
Ind the value of it is nearly double the amount 
tf that of the inhabitants of the Northern and 
llastern States, we are denied the liberty of 
^ing represented by bat three fifths of that valuable 
elass of our population, "while the whole of the 
comparatively unproductive inhabitants of the North- 
pn and Eastern States are fully represented." 
The just and wholesome maxim, therefore, of th^ 
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most profounrf and enlightened political econofloisl 
that the representatioa of a State shoald be graduate 
and apportioned, not only by the number of i 
inhabitants, but, by the value of its products, and t 
direct agency in contributing to the revenue, is rei 
dered, with regard to us, wholly nugatory ; aod tt 
Northern and Eastern Slates are now in the itil! poi 
session of an advantage that gives them greats 
strength on the floor of Congress than they are acti 
I ally entitled to. Their complaints, therefore, wre i 

unfounded as they are unfair. The profligacy i 
unprincipled ambition may do a great deal, but n 
\ hope there is integrity and good sense enough in tl 

country to detect and expose its Tarquin strides. 
y - With regard to the general question, as it respec 

I die right that one body of men may have of botdit 

I another in a state of bondage and of exacting frod 

f i tiiem any given amount of involuntary service, w 

have only one or two remarks to make. Very eraJ 
1'^ nent and enlightened men of all countries have diflef 

SS i ed wfdely in their views of the subject. Certal 

it is, that we can trace the institution of slavery as fi 

back as the existence of the world itself; not on§ 

in those dark and dismal ages of its infancy, when ti 

lights of civilization glimmered feebly through til 

gloom of barbarism and ignorance, but in those bri 

^ ^1 and sunny periods of its history when literature i 

f \ science poured out their full radiance to enlighten afl 

i 5 liberalize the human mind. During the Augusti 

age of Imperial Rome, this institution was alwa; 
recognised and protected; and the Jews even, tb 
chosen people of God, during their Theocracy^ wheji 
laccording to the Holy Scriptures, the great Jehovi 
Wm8elf,reverentially be it spoken, directed and inforuh 
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Udall their Council!!, and inspired a!! their law givers 
and law makers, were expressly permitted the use rf 
dnyery, although they were restricted in its applirav 
tion to the services of any but the Heathen. The v> 
thorities upon the subject are numerous and were read 
by Mr. Smith in the Senate of the United States, in his 
Speech upon the " Bill for recovering fugitive slaved 
from labor." ** We all know," said Mr. Smith, ** that 
Ham sinned against his God and against his fatlier, foi" 
which, Noah, the inspired patriarch, cursed Canan, 
Ae son of £fam, and said " a servant of servunts shaU he 
k unto his brethren.^^ Newton, who was perhaps as 
great a Divine as any in New-Englandf'^nd as pro- 
found a scholar, in a book ()f great celebrity, called hisr 
Prophecies, in which he endeavors to prove the divini- 
ty of the bible, by the many prophecies that are now 
ftilfilling, says that this very African race* are the des- 
caidants of Canan, and have been the slaves of various 
aptions, and are still expiating, in bondage, the curse 
upon themselves and their progenitors. But it may 
bf! said that this is only an opinion of Mr. Newton, and 
4at we can see no reason in it. If the gentleman wa» 
Ufiwilling to believe Mr. Newton, he would surely 
Wieve Moses and the Prophets ; and if the Senate 
Would indulge him, he would show from the bible itself 
Aat slavery was permitted by divine authority, and for 
that purpose he would open the XXV chap, of Levitt- 
<ii5, anil read as follows. " And the Lord spake unto 
Hoses in Mount Sinai, and said, speak unto the chil- 
tfren of Israel and say unto them &c. (S9.) If thy bro«- 
Aer that dwelleth by thee, be waxen poor, and sold 
Uto thee, thou shah not compel him to serve as i 
bond servant, (40) but as a hired servant and as a so^ 
journer be shall be with thee, and shall serve tl^w 
6 
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until the year of Jubilee: (44) both thy bond-men mis^ 
bond-maids, which thou shalt have, bhall be of the h^^r 
then that are round about you, of them shall ye bu, 
bond-men and bond-maids. (45) Moreover, of the ch 
drenof the strangers that do sojourn among you, of the 
shall ye buy and of their families that are with yo 
which they begat in your land and they shall be yo 
possession, (46) and ye shall take them as an inheritan 
for your children, after you to inherit them for a posses* 
sion ; they shall be your bond -mentor everJ^ ThiSt. 
Mr. President, is the word of God, as given to us in 
the holy bible, delivered by the Lord himself to hk 
chosen servwit, Moses^ It might be hoped this would 
satisfy the scruples of all who believe in the divinity of 
the bible j as the Honorable gentleman from New- 
Hampshire (Mr. Morrill) certainly does, as he has re^ 
ferred to that sacred volume for his creed. It might 
satisfy the scruples of Mr. Kenric,* and the Divines 
who appear to be so shocked at seeing a father dispose 
of his slaves to his children by his last will and testa- 
ment ; as they will perceive the scriptures direct them 
to go as an inheritance. The ^Honorable gentleman 
says he speaks not only his own, but the universal senti- 
ments of all those he represents. If he and his friends 
of New-Hampshire have not turned aside after 
strange gods, it is hoped the authority I have quoted 
might satisfy them." 

As to the particular question in relation to the 
convenience of the slave-holding States, it is much 
more easily decided than our opponents have been 
willing to admit. It is no longer a sulbjejct of 
problematical inquiry, whether the ichite population of 

* the author of an inflammatory pamphlet entitied'the " Horrors of Slavery r"* 
/r^d laid upon the desk of each Senator during the discussion of the Bilk 
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he Southern States, more especially South-Carolina 
mdf Georgia, are capable, from their local situation 
md climate, and perhaps we might add to this, some 
peculiarity in their constitutional economy, of cultivat- 
ing the soil upon which they live. The climate, in the 
first place, is inconceivably hostile to the white con- 
stitution, and the experience of more than a century 
has shown that this opinion is a correct one. Those 
who know any thing of the geographical situation of 
these States, and of their general surface, know that 
the very portions, from the cultivation of which the 
Vianter derives most of his wealth, present a succes- 
sion of deep flats and low bottoms, covered for the 
greater part of the year with extensive basins oi* 
reservoirs of stagnant water, which, under the influ- 
ence of a tropical sun, throw out nothing but pesti- 
knce and disease. In breathing this pestilential at- 
mosphere, the negro, whose constitudon seems lietter 
adapted to it, subjects himself to the introduction of 
none of those fatal distempers, to which the w.hite man 
falls a sure and certain victim. " He is more tolerant 
of heat^^^ says Mr. Jefferson, "than the white man, 
because of his greater transpiration, and less so of 
cold. Perhaps too a difference of structure in the 
pulmonary apparatus, which a late ingenious experi- 
mentalist (Crawford) has discovered to be the principal 
regulator of animal heat, may have disabled him from 
extricating in the act of inspiration, so much of that 
fluid from the outer air, or obliged him in expiration 
to part with more of it." Whatever physical or 
anatomical difficulty, however, there may be in ac- 
counting for the aptitude of the one, or the inaptitude 
0? the constitution of the other, to the climate, one feet 
is certain, that there is thisr difference between the two, 
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that the same season of the year which carries on iH 
wings the blessings of heahh to the negro, gives at 
early warning to the Planter to quit his estates and 
flee from the destruction that awaits him. We need 
not advert but to one solitary instance of the truth of 
this observation. It is well known to all who havf 
ever been beyond the smoke of our city, that tht 
poorer classes of oiir people, in those belts of land 
which are denominated the middle and low country, 
who are compelled to remain on their little farms, 
together with the OverwSeers, who, from duty to thear 
employers' interests, must necessarily be upon their 
plantations during what are called the sickly months^ are 
annually afflicted with the most distressing fevers, while 
the negroes, generally speaking, enjoy ah uninterrupt" 
ed exemption from them. Let those who, upon the 
return of frost, visit their country residences, testify 
what hundreds of pale and emaciated creatures, worn 
down by fevers and agues, and other diseases of 
which the country is so productive, meet them on tbei^ 
lyay and pass like shadows before them. 

These remarks apply with doubly force and energy^ 
>?vhen we take into Consideration the tremendous ex- 
posures to which the cultivation of our great staple 
commodities. Cotton and Rice, necessarily subjects 
the laborer, particularly in the latter. The rich low 
lands and swamps which are so providentially caica- 
letted to furnish us with sources of food and riches, 
would have forever remained unredeemed, and where 
golden harvests now meet the eye of the grateful 
proprietor of the soil, nothing but dark and dismal 
swamps would have been seen. "With the introduc- 
tion of Rice Pkmting^V says Hewitt, who by the waji 
lyas abhorrent in the last degree, of slavery, **into 
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Ills country, (CaroGna) and the fixing upon it as a 
Ibple commodity, the necessity of employing j^hcans 
M Ibr the purpose of cultivation, wns doubled. The low 
n lauds of Carolina, which are unquestionably tha 
fichest in the country, must have long remained a 
^ 1 : wilderness, had not Africans^ whose natural constitutions 
f, 40ere suited to the cHme and work, been employed in 
ii Qiltivating this useful article of food and commerce.'^ 
ui Here then is a candid acknowledgment from one of 
liii [ ihe most scrupulous writers upon the subject of 
i: davery, and who never touches upon it but with feeU 
i lags of bitter and determined hostility, even while he 
k admits its necessity, under some circumstances. The 
flame reasons urged by him at the period when he 
wrote as to the necessity, therefore, of the .use of 
' djricans in the cultivation of this valuable staple, may 
BOW be ui^ed with redoubled force. The country 
awes almost all its wealth and prosperity, and the 
revenue of the Union an immense increase in its fund, 
i' to the labor of this strong and hardy race. 

There is another revolting part of our subject to 
which we cannot turn but with mingled feelings of 
indignation and surprise. We refer to the charges 
ttiade against us of the general inhumanity of slave- 
fcoldei-s in their intercourse with them, and the total 
disregard which is commonly paid to their physical 
comforts and general happiness. We shall make it our 
especial duty to rebut this foul slander, indignant that 
It should have been preferred, yet proud that the refu- 
tation will be as full as it will be conclusive. The 
people of the slave-holding States are as high-minded, 
mtelHgent, humane and generous as those of any 
lection of the Union, and they would disdain a system 
ttf dbcipline in relatipn to their domestics that would 
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' cfiTer the slightest violence to these proud and honon- 

J ble feelings. We are insultingly told that the Master^s 

j authority over his slaves is a tyranny of the most 

odious character ; that it is without bounds and extends 
to a point little short of the power of life and death; 
that the slave is subject, at all times, from his defenceksi 
situation, to the roost grinding oppression ; liable tote 
ill heated and wantonly abused, and in short, thK 
such is their deplorable condition that they drag out a 
, miserable existence, the unhappy victims of a cruel asd 

I unfeeling tyrant. The authority of the venerable 

Jefferson has been quoted also to strengthen these 
bold and revolting calumnies. The passage is to be 
found in his " Notes on Virginia.'' " The whole com- 
merce between master and slave is a perpetual exer- 
cise of the most boisterous passions. Our children 
I see this and learn to imitate it. I tremble for my 

i country when I reflect that God is just. The Almigbljf 

J has no attribute that can take side with us in suclia 

I ' Contest." 

^ Mr. Smith, to whose valuable and important Speedi 

I we have so often referred, and in which, are coin 

u tinually exhibited such clear evidences of a profound 

^ and luminous understanding, answers the arguments 

i such a manner as must dissipate the objections of tbe 

I . most prejudiced. 

Ji '^Mr. Smith said, he had the highest regard for that venerable pafc* ■ 

riot ; he was a great philosopher, and a statesman of the first order} 

he knew no words more appropriate in pronouncing his eulogy, thii 

those used by him in delineating the character of the immortal Waakr 

I ington. ' His memory will be adored while liberty shall have votir 

, ries, his name will triumph over time, and will, in future ages, asfoflf 

its just station among the most celebrated worthies of the v^tsW, 

With all this tribute, and Mfcith all the veneration which he/eltfa 

^ rliat great man, be did not hesitate to contradict him in' the mot 

i unequivocal terms. The Master has no motives for this boisterow 

I " Tiostility. It is at war with his interest, and it is at war with his co«" 

fort. The whole commerce between master and slave is patriarchal 
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t master has every motive to impel him to it. Aa to the eject out 

iren, it is quite the reverse; the black children are the constant 

ciates of the white children ; they eat tc^ether, they play together, 

I their affections are oftentimes, so strongly formed in early life as 

r to be forgotten ; so much so, that in thousands of instances there 

I nothing but the shadow of slavery left. These observations of Mr. 

lerson could not have been founded on facts ; they were written to 

itify a foreigner, at his own request, when every American was 

1 with enthusiasm. They are the effusions of the speculative 

ophy of his young and ardent mind, and which his riper years 

laW corrected. He wrote these notes near forty years agOy since 

' ~ li, his life has been devoted to that sort of practical philosophy, 

li enlarges the sphere of human happiness and contributes to the 

Dotion of civil liberty ; and during the whole time his principal 

He has been in slaves j and he still contimtes to hold them. It is 

sible, when his mind became enlarged by reflection and informed 

f observation, that he could entertain such sentiments and hold 

\ at the same timeJ^ 



\ It is indeed humiliating to the last degree to listenr 

to such charges as those we have noticed ; but 

|to due to the fair fame of these sections of the Union 

I demonstrate, that the condition of the slave^ so far 

I partaking of the misery which has been attributed 

>lt, is in every respect preferable to that of the poop 

ring class of people of any Government on 

1, and that if it were not for foreign, subsidiary 

BS, he would remain perfectly satisfied withhisr 

It is true, indeed, that all slave-holders have laid 

(own non-resistance and the most perfect and uniform 

jience to their orders, as fundamental principles in 

government of their slaves. This necessarily 

Jts from the relation in which they stand, and we 

!it as well denounce that government a despotism,^ 

punishes any infringement of its laws, as to call 

a tyranny which is nothing more or less than an 

iiority unavoidably arising from the very character 

■the connexion between master and slave. This 

irity unquestionably may be abused, but we deny 

these abujSQ^ bavQ ever beea sa frequent as 
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to justify the illiberal and unfeeling calumnies d 
which we complain^ It is not true that the authorltj 
of the master over his slave is without limitation or it 
striction ; but, on the contrary, we affirm that it is watch 
ed and guarded by some very jealous statutory pro 
visions. He is protected, by the humanity of our Iawi| 
both in his life and his limbs, and from any bruM 
attack on either. If his life be sacraficed to the wild 
and furious passions of his master, or of any other 
individual, the law punishes the delinquent whh deatk 
If he be maimed, either by the cutting off of a limh» 
such as an arm or leg, &c. the law follows the offender 
with death also. While the poorer classes of laborers, 
in England, for instance, resort to theft or higii- 
way robbery, in order to supply the wants of theqaselves 
and of their famishing wives and children, and still their 
cries for bread, because the miserable pittance wbiei 
they had received as the price of their labor was insu" 
fficient, the slave with his family, however numerous, 
looks confidently to his master, who, by law^ is bound 
to sup{^y them with good and sufficient food and 
clothing, (if his inhumanity chose to with-hold it) 
and who by that law becomes obnoxious tp a prosecu- 
tion if he does not comply with its requisition. Th« 
master is also limited by law as to the duration aod 
extent of their labor at the different periods of the 
year, and he cannot exact more; and it is a fact, such 
is the maximum of the labor of the slave, that an 
industrious, active negro will perform his task bf 
twelve o'clock ; many by two or three, and all, except 
the idle and inattentive, by four o'clock in the aftef 
noon« When his task is done the rest of the time is 
his own, and he either spends it in cultivating his little 
spot of ground, in the enjoyment of sleep, or ifi & 
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fiiendly intercourse with his relations and fellow labor- 
ers on the plantation. As we are plain matter-of-fact 
iDen, and as this picture may perhaps, by some, be 
thought to partake a little of the romantic, we produce 
the following facts in confirmation of whiat we have 
§teted^ and we cannot here refrain to renew our cordial 
thanks to the gentlemen who have furnished them at 
oar solicitation. They are known to be men of large 
and extensive planting interests, both in Rice and Cot- 
ton, as well as gentlemen of high standing in the com- 
monity. Thyeir authority is therefore conclusive. The 
subsequent facts were communicated by George 
Edwards Esq. 

^ A day's work allotted to each of my negroes on my Plantations is 
dene with so much ease, that I have often known them to have finished 
ft ty eleven to hoo o'clcxck in the day ; the remainder of the day is at 
tkeir own disposal, and they are never called upon either by raySelf 
«my managers after having finished their task, unless in cases of 
pml emergency, 

^" I make it an invariable rule, and orders to that effect atfe strictly 
pren to my managers, after my lands are prepared and the crop 
pfatoted, to ascertain the number of my working negroes, and allow to 
eieh of them a qliarter or a half acre of land, pr more, if they wish it| 
tiftant their own IKtle crops. The drivers then take them off to the 
ittcb allotted to them, and, under the direction of my managers, put 
4tm to work, prepare the ground and plant it with corn from my own 
CQiB-houses, precisely in the same manner as they had prepared and 
pfanted my own fields. When it requires hpeing, after having gone 
«ffr my fields once or twice, their own crops are as regularly hoed 
hM attended to as my own. During the Summer, when the harvest^ 
flif^eason commences, their crops are gathered in for them by my 
4iers,«t the same time with my own, and I often allow them the usq 
ifitly boats to carry their produce to market. Independent of their 
0%, I. permit them to raise hogs and poultry of every description, 
^many of them supply themselv«s with baccm during the winter, 
iM have h<^ abo to dispose of. They appear perfectly happy a;n.d 
4itented with their situation and tlir privileges alloweH ri«em. 
7 
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At each of my Plantations there are Hospitals for the 
accomodation of the sick, with every necessary article 1 
fort and convenience. There are Nurses in each Hospit 
upon them regularly and administer to their wants, and a 
aid required called in at as early a period as possible, 
•n the different Plantations have elderly wenches, whc 
is to do nothing else but to attend upon them and to sup] 
wants. They are all well fed and well clothed, and in 
seem cheerful, happy and contented." 

The next commuhication that we presi 
observation of our readers, is from Bej 
Roper, Es^Sss 

" In conformity with your request, I s^nd you a hast 
nected statement of the general management and treatm< 
employed on Plantations, as far as my knowledge extei 
paring a field for a crop, the usual labour required of e 
commonly to bed one task in a day, and a task comprises 
and five feet square; this task is generally accomplishe 
many negroes perform it two or thrke hours before sun- 
suhject might attract the attention of persons totally 
with plantation work in South-Carolina, it might not b( 
serve that the above mentioned task is required of prime < 
weak hands, commonly called quarter and half hand 
task proportioned at the same ratio. A prime hand, in < 
ti vates five acres of land including his own provisions ; m 
be planted and attended, but on a cotton plantation, wi 
seasons, it is as much as can be conveniently gathered and 
market. After the crop is planted, the subsequent atten 
comparatively, much lighter work. It is not uncommon fo 
ous negro to have finished his task by three or four o'clc 
mon, each hand is allowed to cultivate a task on their < 
j ^ and time allowed them to prepare and plant their com 

pions, mellons, &c. &c. In addition to this, sufficient grc 
ous to their dwellings is allowed them for gardens, from 
of them raise fruit and vegetables amply sufficient for t 
Many of the negroes raise hogs, ducks and fowls, an 
bee-hives, whence they indulge themselves in some of tl 
well as conveniences of life. It only requires, on their pai 
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tare these advantages, as frequent opportunities are allowed them> 
conveying to market the fruit of their labour. 
Tbey are fed in common, one half the year, on corn, the other half 
i year on potatoes. At stated periods, meat and fish are given to them, 
d the advantages of the rivers, creeks and ponds, are by no means 
tonsiderable, whence oysters, crabs and fish are most amply afforded 
era. Their dwellings in common, are more commodious and com-* 
rtable than a large proportion of the white inhabitants of many 
kts of the interior parishes in this state. In sickness there is little 
ttinction between them and their masters ; the same medical atten- 
nce and every comfort necessary or desirable are invariably admih- 
ftred. They are clad, in winter with best woolen plains, and in 
pmer with ozna burgs. In the parish where I reside, there is 
e Episcopal and one Presbyterian Church, regularly' opened every 
bbath to every Negro, as well as white persons 5 and every Negro, 
III has produced satisfactory evidence of good character, and there 
i many such, has been invariably admitted to unite with the white 
tnmunicants in celebrating the Lord's Supper. In concluding this 
pject, it may not be hazarding too much to say, that with humane 
I Isters, the negroes are generally as happy a people as any laboring 
Iss, perhaps, under heaven 5 and if I may be allowed the expression, 
i inhumane master, is a very rare character ^such would be held in 
^empt and abhorrence.^^ 

L 

I We are indebted to the politeness of Robert J. 
luRNBULL Esq. for the following communication. It 
ias full and as conclusive as the most bigoted sceptic 
>uld desire. 

*^ The condition of our slaves, within the last thirty years, has been 
(nsiderably ameliorated. Their labor has not only been dimi- 

ihed, but they have been treated with more indulgence and have 
d more attention paid to their comfort and accommodation than 
^merly. The introduction of mills and machinery for pQunding 
id preparing the rice for market, which was previously accomplished 
I 'f manual labor, forms a new era in the history of their state of labor. 
^ this improvement, the reduction of hard work may be estimated 
i nearly one half, whilst the water culture in the management of the 
te crop, practised by many planters, and the substitution of cotton 
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It for indigo on the high lands^ have abo greatly contributed to 

] ' their toil. 

^^ No culture for our country can be easier than that of the cotta 
plant. With the ezcption of the second and third hoeings, w^hk 
* general)iy take place in the month of May, there is^ eomparati velj 

UHle or no /odor in attending to the crop, unkss there be soa| 
defect in management; this sometimes occurs with careless Planten 
or with those who over-plant. With cotton there is no cutting, a 
carrying, or heavy harvesting. The pods, ripening in succession, aii( 
continuing for four and five months, make the harvest slow and ted| 
ous, but the work is light and easy^ so much so, that aU the pregoaai 
women even, on the plantation, and weak and sickly negroes tn< 
ble of other labor, and all the boys and girls above nine and ten y\ 
' of age, are then in requisition to assist in gathering the wool ^;vfaicll| 

hangs from the pods. Children are in fact the most useful hands ^ 
this season. From the smallness of their fingers and their low sta( 
they daily pick in more than many adults. Nor is the cleaning 
preparing the crop for market, attended with labor. The ginning* ell 
the cotton by machines constructed' for the purpose, impelled by 
I treadles, would to some appear a laborious employment; but it is not 

so, for most able bodied negroes would prefer to work at these thaa 
' \ ' to sit down and pick the moats from the wool. In short, from the 

«j time that the seed is put into the ground, which is in March, undl 

^ j Christmas when the crop is harvested, there is not, with the except 

^.i tion of the second and third hoeing, already stated, any hard labct 

I \ performtd hy our slaves. 

Si ** The mechanics and artizans of Europe, and of some sections of oar 

fef own country, labor in their employments, not only all day, but dur- 

1^! ing part of the night. Our negroes on the contrary have their tasiu 

i allotted to them, and these are so apportioned, that there are few who 

cannot jterform them by midrdayy or within an hour or two aji^ 
wards. No matter what the work is, which a slave is ordered to per- 
form. If its nature be such as to admit of his being tasked, he worls 
mider this task arrangement and no other ; whether it be listingt of tfa< 
ground, banking, hoeing, thinning of the plants, gathering in of com or 
blades, or ditching or draining, splitting of rails, making of fences or 
cutting wood ; his work for the day is known to him before hand, long 

*That is separatiag the woot from the seed. 

f Taking off the sward with a hoe and drawing it together as a foundation for 
a bed for the plant 
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tustom having fixed it. It may be easily imagined that under sach afi 
arrangement, the slave goes to his work with cheerfulness, because when 
be accomplishes it, the rest of the day is at his own disposal, which 
he industriously applies to the cuhivation of his own tittle garden or 
piece of groQnd allotted to him. It is in the season of cotton picking 
aliMie, that the slave labors (if it can be called labor) from sun-rise» 
to sun-set. This is^a species of employment, in which no task can be 
ai»gned for the cj^uantity which a person can gather in a day ; de- 
pends upon the state of the field, the weather, the wamth or coolness 
of the day, and many other circumstances. At all other seasons of 
the year, upon all well regulated plantations,^ {he average time of 
liboring does not exceed seven or eight hours in the twenty-four* 
The working of our slaves by ta^ky as it is called, distinguishes them 
fiem the laborers of other countries in an especial manner, when it is 
known, that the daily work allotted, is so considerably within that 
«iiich it is in their power to perform. This daily task does not vary ac- 
eordingto the arbitrary will and caprice of their owners, and although 
ii.Dot fixed by law, it is so well se^ed by long usage, that upon every 
piaotation it is the same. Should any owner increase the work be- 
jmd what is customary, he subjects himself to the reproach of his 
oeghbors, and to such discontent amongst his slaves us to make 
them of but little use to him. 

The daily Tasks are these : 
Cutting firewood, - - - one cord. 
Splitting rails, - - - one hundred. 

C a quarter of an acre, or 105 
Listing ground, - - - < feet square, into 21 beds five 

^ feet a-part. 

Breaking or Bedding, - - - do. do. 

* Hoeing of cotton or corn, - - half an acre. 

Ginning of cotton, - - - twenty-five lbs. clean. 

Moating of do. - - - fifty lbs. clean. 

Ditching, in light land, - - .420 cubic feet, 

do. in clay do. - - 210 do. do. 

Gathering blades, - - - half an acre. 

Breaking in corn, ready for carting, ^o, do. 

Digging in potatoes, - - - do. do. 

" The subsistence of the slaves consists from March until August of 

com, ground into grists or meal, which made into what is called Ao- 

• Mtny, or baked into corn bread, furnishes a most substantial and 
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wholesome food. The other six months they are fed upon the a 
potatoe^ which is boiled, baked or roasted, as their taste or fancy 
direct These articles are distributed in weekly allowances, and 
sufficient quantity^ together with a proper allowance of salt. 
skim milk or clabber of the dairy is divided daily. It would be 
desirable if regular rations of bacon or some other animal food <:• 
be furnished them; but as this cannot always be practicable, it is dii 
iicult to make it a matter of permanent regulation. Meat, thereibr^ 
when given, is ohly by way of indulgence or favor. In those seasofl 
^f the year, when they are exposed to the most labor, they recei^ 
I N bacon^ saU-jUhy and occationMy fresh meat. Those who live ok 

creeks and rivers are at no loss for an abudanee of fish and oysters, 
say nothing of the little comforts which all negroes have by the Faisli^ 
' and sale of their pigs, poultry, &c. which they are permitted to da 

fiuttake their subsistence as it is, without any allowance of meat^ is d< 
not infinately preferable to the oat'TnecU of Scotland^ and thepotati 
of Ireland; a species of food very inferior to the aweetpotaioe of ^ 
Southern soil? Our negroes could not work if fed upon the Irish 
potatoe. 

^^ Their clothing consists of a winter and a summer suit; the former 

of a jacket, waistcoat and overalls of Welsh plains, and the latter of os- 

naburg or homespun, or other substitutes. They have shoes, hats and 

handkerchiefs, and other little articles, such as tobacco, pipes, rum &c. 

Their dwellings consist of good clay cabins^ with clay chimneys, but 

\ so much attention has of late years been paid to their comfort in this 

' I particular, that it is now very common, particularly on the Sea Islands^ 

f^' to give them substantial framed houses on brick foundations and with 

'} ^ brick chimneys. Many are of opinion that they enjoy more health 

y in open temporary cabins with ground or dirt floors. But this does 

^* * Uot correspond with the experience of those who willingly incur the 

expense of better buildings. In sickness they are taken care of, and 
on most plantations, there are sick bouses, or hospitals^ for the recep- 
tion of thosi? who do not go out to work; a practice which it would 
be well if it were more general. When the patient is reaUtf sici 
i ,cvery comfort and attention may be dispensed by such an institution, 

whilst to such as enter it only to skulk from labor^ (which is pecu- 
liar to some negroes,) it becomes ^penitentiary. 

" To each head of a family is allotted a piece of ground around hfe 
house, as a garden spot, in addition to which, each laborer has fifty- 
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k> aad a half feet by one hundred and five, set apart for him in tW 
id. To some, more is allowed. 

^ That the slaves in South-Carolina are humanely treated, and that 
By are better provided with food and clothing than are the poor in 
ost countries, will appear to any impartial observer. No better 
idence need be adduced than their cheerfulness and mirth at all 
Des, bodi in toum and country. 

^' With all their mirth and merriment, however, they do not seem 
ore contented than they were thirty or forty years ago, when the 
icjpline was more rigid, their labor more constant and their com- 
rts fewer. This is undoubtedly owing to a relaxation in disipUne 
Inch experience abupdantly prov€;s has been almost carried too far. 
be regulations that would be applicable to whites ^itirely fail when 
^lied to the government of slaves. The only principle upon which' 
iy authority over them can be maintained isfear ; and he who de- 
es this, has but little knowledge of them. Where there is this princi- 
le in the bosom of a slave, coupled with a strong sense of his inferi* 
ity to his master, he is happy and contented, and this is almost 
iiversally the case with the country Negroes, In his dreams, no 
sions visit him to repnind him of his servitude. Born a slave, he 
ted pnly be assured that he will be well fed and clothed for life, and 
orked in moderation, and he will regard himself as the happiest of 
ortals. 

"A proof of the humanity with which these people are treated, is 
teir increase by natural population. There is no certainty as to* 
tat this increase is, bec?iuse of the importation of slaves from Africa, 
&til 1808, and the emigration into this, from other states. But it is^ 
jlieved to be infinitely greater, than the increase amongst the poor 
1 any part of Europe. In some parts of the State where the country h 
ftalthy there is a duplication every fifteen years. In many, every^ 
renty years, whilst in some portions there is but a triflmg increase in 
te same period. But this is owing not lo any fault in their treatment, 
It to the extreme insalubrity of the air in some portions of the State, 
reference also to the diseases which afflict our negroes, would show, 
lat their food is both more wholesome and more abundant than that 
I the laboring classes in other countries. Dropsies, rickets^ 
rofula, typhus.fcver, and the long train of diseases which attend^ 
[)on want and poverty, are far less frequent amongst our slaves, than 
I England, Scotland and Ireland. The diseases most fatal are 
ttarrhas, plewrisiea, peripenumony, ajid other diseases of the chest 
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and lungs. These carry off numbers of prime negroes, anauaH 
which may be owing to their carelessne? and iroprudencey and i 
their propensity to be out at nights^ visiting the neighboring^ plai 
tations. 

<< The foregoing remarks are principally applicable to the loipe 
» parts of South-Carolina and particularly to the Sea hkmds* Tb 

treatment of those in the interior and upper country differs no further 
than that the animal food which they receive may be more liberal : 
the country affording more facilities in this respect. Upon the wrAole, 
I think it may he afirmed with the greatest truth that so intiwnaielif 
blended are the considerations of humanity and interest at the pre- 
I sent day^ thai few laborers in any part of the worldj work easier 

and have more comfort ^ and are^ upon the whole j more contented than 
our black population,^^ 

We are obligated to the attention of Elias Horry, 

Esq. for the communication which follows: — 

/ 

"With regard to the accommodation and general comfort of the 

slaves in this country, there is no question but that they enjoy a 

greater share of the blessings of life than falls to the lot of tbe 

laboring poor of most countries. Their dwellings, on my planta- 

< . tion, are built in such a manner as to afford them every protectioa 

and comfort, and are generally about forty feet in length and twenty 
feet wide, with a double brick chimney in the centre that forms two 
; i tenements; each tenement has two rooms and a hall. . 

^ ■ Their food consists of hominy, potatoes, peas, and small-rice, and 

'^i IS regularly given out to them every week. The waters of the 

y\ ' Santee, upon which Hive, abound with the finest fish, and all the 

fe grown Negroes, and many of the children, are supplied with fish- 

hooks and lines by which they are enabled to get a regular supply 
offish from the river. In the summer season salted fish is occa- 
sionally given to them. Each grown Negro is allowed a small 
field, say from a quarter to a half acre of land, or more if he 
desires it, which he plants, and the profits of which he appro- 
priates exclusively to his own use. They are permitted to 
raise poultry of every description which they either sell to theiir 
inaster or send to market. In cases of sickness they have every 
medical attention necessary. Each pljEintation is supplied with 
medicines of every description \ every attention is therefore paid to 
the sick| and as the diseases of our Negroes are of a simple nature if 
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is rarely necessary, except in cases where surgical aid is required, tp 
^&kd for a physician. There are nurses on every plantation, whose 
business it is to do nothing but attend to the sick and administei^to 
their wants. In addition to which, in. cases of severe illness, one or 
more of the family, to which the invalids may belong are permitted 
to wait upon them. The nurses are also supplied with sugar, tea, 
rum, molasses and vinegar for the use of the sick. 

Their clothing consists of white plains, and they are also furnish- 
ed with London duffil blankets .of the best quality, a pair of shoes, 
and a Coromantal Scotch cap. The blankets are given out once 
every three years ; and it often occurs from the nature of his work, 
diat a laborer may require another pair of shoes, which is given to 
him. Every woman has. an additional blanket at the birth of every 
child, as well as clothes for her in^nt. 

Their labor is, comparatively, light and eaayj so that an industrious 
.negro can very easily accomplish his task early in the afternoon^ 
and the rest of the time is at his own disposal. A quarter of an 
acre is generally called a task, but the actual task given depends 
' Very much upon the nature of the work. — In digging land a quarter 
ai an acre is always the task. In threshing rice the men thresh 600 
dieaves, and the women 500, and never more. Those of my 
negroes who are mechanics labor in proportion, and if they are 
^led upon to do any extra work, in their own timCy they are regu- 
larly paid for it. In one instance I paid in one year to a carpenter 
Uelonging to me, |^150, for the extra services of himself and two 
sons, in rearing the frames of five negro houses, I finding the stuff. 
£ach driver, blacksmith and bricklayer, has, every other year, a 
great coat, in addition to his clothing; and the nurses have also a 
doak every third year; independent of their clothes. The head of 
every family has a small garden allowed him, contiguous to his 
dwelling, independent of the little field I have mentioned, from 
i^ch he gathers as many vegetables as supply his wants. ,They 
appear happy and contented, and the discipline used to keep them 
in proper order is by no means severe, but is always consistent 
with feelings the of justice and of humanity." 

We might easily multiply the evidence upon this 
subject, but enough has been already produced to 
dbow the utter destitution of truth in the statements 
ai those vvho have audaciously traduced us, and rcpre^ 
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sented our system of discipline with regard to oiii 
slaves in so false a light The corresponding testl 
^ n^^ny of the gentlemen of whose communications we 
have availed ourselves, is as full and conclusive, as i 
we were to produce a volume. They are all of then 
Planters of liberal and enlightened minds — possessing 
large and independent fortunes-downing an immense 
number of slaves — ^and from their perfect knowledge oi 
the general state and condition of that class of our 
population, eminently qualified to give us the best 
possible information. 

If the negroes on our plantations live in the 
manner we have shfewn, those immediately around 
our persons have still greater facilities of rendering 
themselves more happy and contented. Most of the 
latter are fed from the same table at which their 
masters dine, or are daily supplied with the greatest 
abundance of both animal and vegetable food — cloth- 
ed in a superior manner — occupying rooms in the out 
buildings, as good nearly as those in the family man- 
sion itself — and in every respect treated more like 
children than servants. They have no wants that are 
not immediately supplied. Independent of all this, 
they are allowed the privileges of moral and religious 
instruction, and every Church has a portion of its 
galleries set apart for their accommodation. Here 
they may resort and listen to the word of God, 
and partake, with their masters and mistresses, and 
under the same benedictions, of the Holy Sacra- 
ment. 

The negroes in the interior- of the State live 
equally well, and in some respects they are more upon 
a level with their masters. They work by the side of 
their owners while in the field, and we ourselves ha¥^ 
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leen some of them in the upper districts sitting at 
the same table with them, asing, at the same time, 
however, such circumspection as denoted their inferi- 
ority — -just as the clansmen of the feudal ages sat at 
the social board of their high and bannered lord, yet 
preserved' that distance of behaviour which the most 
boisterous hospitality could never make them forgets 
|n the interior of the . State the negroes are not 
allowanced in food, but have as much corn, potatoes 
and bacon, as they can possibly consume. The barns 
are open to all, and each takes what be requires. 
ir it be asked why those in the lower country are 
allmvancedj while those in the interior are not, the 
answer is, that, such are the facilities of transpor- 
tation to market, and the disposition to thievery, 
io innate to the blacks, that a Planter's barn would 
In a very short time become bankrupt 6f its wealthi 
and the whole of his substance vanish Kke unsuti- 
Btaxitial moonshine. 

We have no reason to blush, thereft^e, either for 
the existence or toleration of Negro SlaVery among 
Qs, nor need we dread any fair and candid coilopa- 
rison that may be made between their physical and 
^mortal comforts, and those of the laboring poor ipi 
England, or any other part of the Worlds Contrast 
jtheir condition with that of the poor in England, the 
mother of our religion — the boasted land of freedom 
and of glory — ^and the pride of ancient and of uioden^ 
Europe* 

Mr. SouTHEY, an Englishman^ as much bigoted 
as any man who ever bent his knee to royalty, i^ 
^leaking of the English poor, sun^s up the misery 
of their condition with Ae following climax ff 
human wretchedness : 
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^^ To talk of EInglish happiness b like talkii^ of Spartan freedom*; 
the Helots are overlooked. In no country can such riches be acquired 
hy commerce^ but it is the one who grows rich by the labor of the 
hundred. The hundred human beings like himself, as wonderfully 
fashioned by Nature^ gifted with the like capacities and equally made 
for immortality, ^ are sacrificedy body and soul. Horrible as it must 
needs appear, thfe assertion is true to the very letter. They are <fc- 
prived in childhood of all instruction j and all enjoyment of the ttporti 
in which childhood instinctitely indulges^ of fresh air by day and of 
natural sleep by night. Their healthy physical and moral, is alike 
destroyed. They die of diseases induced by unremitting task work^ 
by confinement in the impure atmosphere of crouded roomsy by the 
particles of metallic or vegetable dust which they are continually 
inhaling, or they live to grow up without decency, without con^ort^ 
and without hope; without morals, without religion, and without, 
shame; and bring forth slaves like themselves to tread in the same 
path of misery. ^^ 

Such was the condition of the English poor, par- 
ticularly of the manufactoring class, in the year 1807; 
Those who know any thing of their present state, are 
aware that their hopelessness and despair have ren- 
dered it ten thousand times worse. Of the miseries of 
the Irish it would be a mockery of humanity to speak* 

In summing up the ieu-guments which we have ad- 
duced in the foregoing pages, we cannot but form,, 
among others, the following conclusions. Melancholy 
and painful as some of them are in their character, 
they arc, nevertheless, we think, clearly deducible 
from the propositions we have discussed — 

1— *The United States are one for national pur- 
poses, but they are separate for their internal regula- 
tion and government — acknowledging and clinging^' 
to the Union as the common centre of attraction, they 
have still their appropriate and peculiar orbits, like 
the stars.'* * ' 

* Cbaivts^ Oration •• the Lanatic Asyluoi; p. ^1. 
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.fi:— That the people of the North and East have 
ftlways exhibited a most unfriendly feeling on subjects 
deeply affecting the most vital interests of the South 
and West — and that they have been, in their mode of 
legislation, uniformly hostile to the happiness and se- 
curity of these sections of the Union. / 

3 — ^That the existence of slavery among us was not 
an institution of our own voluntary adoption — ^and 
ought not, in justice, therefore, to be attributed to us. 

4— That the Southern sections of the Union, before 
and after the Deckutition of Independence, uniformly 
exhQ>ited a disposition to restrict the extension of the 
evil — and have always manifested as cordial a disposi- 
tion to ameliorate it as those of the Northern and 
Eastern divi^ons of our Empire. 

^— That the actual state and condition of our slave 
population are such as reflect no disgrace whatever 
upon the character of the country — ^thiat our slaves 
are in every respect infinitely better provided with 
food and clothing, and all the other comforts of life^ 
than the laboring poor of any country in the world?*- 
tod share, So general, a greater proportion of happi- 
ness than falls to the lot of millions of our own color. 

There are one or two remaining branches of :ouf 
^gn which carry with them a weight of interest too 
important to be slightly discussed or imperfecdy 
explored. 

We regard our negroes as the " Jacobins^^ of the 
country, against whom we should always be upon 
Our guard, and who, although we fear no perma- 
nent effects from any insurrectionary movements on 
their part, should be watched with an eye of $teady 
Wd unremitted observation. 
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The dispositioa to insurrection and plunder, 
united result of <>ignorance and sloth, exhibited its 
among the negroes of the colony of Carolina 
very early period, and iVas persisted in, from year 
year, until it ripened into open rebellion. This 
promptly and immediately put down-*-for with our 
cestors thqre existed no temporising feeling upon tl 
subject, nor did they sacrifice to a protracted course 
proceeding the lives and security of the people of tl 
country. They used their strength as that of the 
bloody opponents would have been used against them 
and they were indubitably justified by every prind 
pie of the first and great law of nature — sele-pkbseb* 

VATION. 

The earliest insurrectionary movements among die 
negroes of Carolina, of which we have been able to 
trace any very authentic record, may be referred to 
the year 17M> when Governor Gibbes presided over 
the Colonial Assembly. This w^s ehout forty years 
okly c^er the^ first settlement of the country. Governor 
Gibbes. appears to have fulfilled the dutiek of his re- 
sponsibte situation with great fidelity and .zeal, and 
neglected no opportunity to guard the Colooy against 
the growing evils to which it was likely to be subjected 
from these convulsions. In 17 11, as will be recollected, 
hepeoposed to the Assembly a restriction on the im- 
portation of negroiBS that were daily brought into the 
Colony, and recommended an enlargement of tte 
penalties of the N^gro Actj in as much as "tV did nd 
reach up to some crimes^^ that they had already cof 
mitted, and represented, at the same time, ^^ how inso' 
lent and ndschevious^^ they had grown. He was so 
deeply impressed with the qecessity of high handed 
Pleasures in relation to them, that in the June sessuA 
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^tbe same year, he expresses himself in stiti stronger 
ia*ras — " We further recommend unto you the repairs 
'of the fortifications about Charles Town, and the 
'amending of the Negro Act, who are, of latey grown 

* to that hight of impudence that there is scarce a day 
^fosses without some robbery or insolence committed 

* hji them in one part or other of this Province.^^ 

It appears from the following Extracts, which we 
We made from the Journals of that period, that the 
House of Assembly actively co-operated with the Pa- 
triarchal feelings of their Governor, and entered into 
j Resolutions strongly expressive of the dangers to which 
Aqr were exposed and of the necessity of the most 
letive measures to remove them. 

« June 20th, 1 71 1— The House being informed that 

* Aereare severalNegroes run away from their masters, 

, *Hd keep out, armed, and robbing and plundering 

^hmses and plantations, and putting the inhabitants of 

■^tm Province in great fear and terror. Resolved, by 

|.*4fc House that the Governor be addressed to take 

• ^flfectual care to apprehend, take and suppress the 

*<lid run-aways, and to assure his Honor that this 

^*%use will, at all times, be ready to concur with the 

^Ciovernor and Council in defraying the expenses of 

le good and necessary a designe," In the October 

pn of the same year, though the Colony was 

tened with invasion by a large Fleet that had ^ 

fitted out by the French, to scour and devastate 

.shores of the Southern States, and notwithstand- 

alt the appfehensions necessarily attendant upon 

receipt of such information, still, the dangers to 

h they were exposed from the existence of an 

nal enemy, more to be dreaded, because he fought 

an assassin and a coward, seem to have occupied 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 I 

. the largest space in the Public Councils. Goveraj 

GiBBES appears to have looked to the latter wi 

I uncommon aitd increasing vigilance. i 

"On the constant complaint, since your last mefl 

* ing, of divers persons of this Province, of the barban 
Hiesjfelonies eiud abuses, comtniited by some mn-^wm 

^ * Negroes on our inhabitants, we desired such of th 

* members of your House as was then in Town t^ 

* meet us, and we agreed to give unto any person wta 

* should take or bring dead or alive Sebastiafijihe Span 
I * ish, or Hidling's Negroe, as an encouragement, Fiffj 

* Pounds — or to such as should take up any othei 
, * Negroe, runaway for forty days, Five Pounds, for the 

* confirmation whereof, we want the concurrence oi 

* your House — and since we are on this sul>ject do 

* think it a matter worthy of your highest consideration, 

* immediately to draw up a bill for their better ordering^ 

* that effectually may prevent the/ears and jealousies 

* wee now lye under from the insolence of the Negroes, 

* wee have already in this Province and the numbers 

* that are daily brought unto us." 
This Sebastian was a notorious villain and outlaw ; 

and the reason of his having had this price set upon 
i his head was for the wanton and cold blooded atroci- 

^ ties he had committed, in the burning and destruction 

' . of all the substance of several persons, inhabitants of 

the Province. Among others, we find the Assembly 
of the same year, granting " Thirty Pounds out of 

* the public Treasury, for the reliefe of Elizabeth 

* Dutch and her poor family, the said Elizabeth -havini 

* Iter house and all her substance burned by Sebastian^ 
' the SpanishNegroe" — and "to SarahPerry, widdow, 
< the sum of Ten Pounds, in consideration of the 
« great loss she sustained by the death of her Indian 
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iwho \^as kitted by Sebastian the Spanish Indian.^ 
mhe reward oficred for Sebastian soon stimulated the 
pvarice of the Indians who literally hunted him down 
pke a wild beast, took him in triumph to CharlesTown, 
ivhere he met the fate to which his villainies so richly 
entitled him. 

There is one more remaining paragraph, from a 
subsequent Speech of the Governor to the Assembly in 
the same year, in which he again reiterates the absolute 
and paramount necessity, to have the " Negro Act car- 
rected.^'^ AH these, united, present us with the first and 
early operations of a spirit of dissatisfaction and revolt, 
which, although it has in subsequent periods been more 
widely disclosed, has nevertheless, always, like aU other 
domestic Insurrections^ been promptly and effectually 
quelled. 

With regard to any very serious or permanent ef- 
fects resuhing from the insurrectionary movements of 
our negroes, we must, confess that we feel little or no 
apprehension. The superior advantages with which 
nature has gifted, and art strengthened and fortified 
our condition, render any practicability of success on 
their part utterly out of the question. The struggle, 
it is true, might be a bloody and an awful one ; but 
it would be limited to a very shorf period. A few 
hours would decide the conflict, and the utter exter- 
mination oi \\\e black race would be the inevitable 
consequence. In such an event, it would be difficult 
to discriminate. The innocent, as well as the guilty, 
would alike fall a sacrifice to the vengeance of viola- 
ted humanity. We feel the more confirmed in this 
opinion, not only from an intimate knowledge of the 
genius and disposition of that class of our population, 
hut from a variety of other sources of information, all 
9 
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df whkk ji^tify in accuracy. In the first placc-^the 
history of every nation that has ever been afflicted 
with doHtestic rebellions of this description, furnishes 
the most totisfactory evidence with what little success 
they have been attended, and how happily the spirit 
of murder and of rapine has been defeated in its un- 
holy office " We recollect'' says the Edinburgh Re- 
view of 1802, in an article on the ** Crisis of the Sugof 
Cotdnie^^'^^ ** the history of the Peruvian Revolt and of 
the Servile Wars in Campania and Scicily, and con- 
slider that insiinrections of colonies and provinces, as 
well as domestic rehdlions^ may be quelled. But above 
all> when we cast our eyes over the very scene wheref 
the great drama that we are now contemplating is dis- 
playedi we find various facts, which, more strongly 
than a thousand fine spun reasonings, clearly evince 
the possibility of reducing to their cane pieces, coffee 
grounds and spice walks, the most fierce and licentiom 
of the Afiicdn race. 

"The constant state of warfare in which the Maroon 
(a spedes of Negroes) of Dutch Guyaiia have remain- 
ed with the whites for above a century, has caused the 
Gotony to be surrounded with a regular cordon of 
troops, and a chain of military posts. Various insiu^ 
rections liave disturbed the peace of the settlements. 
Sometimes the Negroes have been completely success- 
fe], as in the year 1763, when the colony of Berbicc 
Was wholly in their possessioit; it was quickly restored^ 
kOwecfBTy and the revoltei's actually submitted^ hefm 
#Ai arrival of the force destined to reduce them. 

" The formidal3le rebellion of the Jamaica slaves, is 
1762, is well known; land in almost every island ifi 
Ibe Alrchipekigo have repeated insurrections brokea 
out ; Mwetimes the result of plan§ laid with the utmost 
secrecy, and very widely exteiyled, always accom- 
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panicd by the horrors of African warfare, but teni- 
forndy quelled after a short struggle^ in whidiy the disci* 
pUne and policy of the Europeans overcame the vast 
numbers and ferocious strength of a savage people^ and 
reduced them to their accustomed habits of fear and 
labor. It is in vain^ that our author paints to us the 
instinctive dread of the slaves, as a peculiar pnbciple, 
a mysterious charm, which, if once broken, cannot 
be restored. We believe it to be the same kind of 
spell which keeps men in obedience to absolute go- 
vernments; which is latent in the magic rod of a 
Prussian or Austrian officer; and which may^ind^ed, be 
suspended by accidental occurrences; but, if arising 
from the relative situation and peculiar eircumst^ccs 
of the rulers and tlie governed^ will speedily be replaced, 
«wi regain its powerful influence. 

" In short, of whatever nature that principle may be 
which keeps the African laborers in sub 
4c white inhabitants, whether, as our autl 
^ it is of a pecdiar nature, sui-genus, c 
(Bther disposed to believe, arising from 
^superior policy^ and closer union among 
We have adduced examples of its bein« 
^ to all appea^^uce destroyn 
4f{[ those c/ises, is no less certain.^^ 

Again— the Edinburgh Revie 
^ Dallas^ History of the Maroom 
fttte prospect of success on theii 
log with the decided superiority 
4)ey were to opuDpse, furnishes a 
it is reconcilable io the t^imon) 



*' Th« Maroons," says tlMljtrti 
^ious advaat^esrlft their knof 
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their acutes enses, and their perseverance under hari 
ships and privation. These are the only advantage 
of savages, and to counterbalance them, we apprehen 
the advantages peculiar to civilized warriors are ahii 
dantly sufficient. We conceive that discipline^ artiiler 
and regular supplies of provisions will generally rende 
acutenem of sense superfluous, patience and persever 
ance unnecessary, and acquaintance with thefastnesset 
of the country of little avaiV^ 

There is still more abundant testimony at command 
in the history oiour own State, to shew the utter fallar/ 
of ahy attempt to revolutionize the present condition 
of Our negro population, and which puti$ at rest alf 
hopes of success in this particular. Valuable lives, it 
is true, may be lost, and blood may run in torrents for 
an hour, but defeat in such an insane project must be 
the inevitable result. 

The follovidng historical facts are of too valuable 
a nature to be omitted. They throw a light upon this 
subject, by which any one who runs may read ; and, 
while they give confidence to those who are natural^/ 
timid, they strengthen the courage of those who arc 
born to be their pr6tectors. Our wives and daughters 
need not indulge any sefious apprehensions so long 
as we possess the p9werful and effit^ient means which 
we do of giving them the safety they require, and for 
which no sacrifice can be too great. 

The first open rebellion which took place in Caro- 
Una where the Negroes were actually armed and 
embodied, is traceable as far back as the year 1730. 
In the month of August of that yVar, a conspiracy 
was detected, the pjan of which had been long 
secretly agitated. Two methods had been proposed 
in order to carry it ii^to Execution ; one, that the »e- 
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oes in each family, in the dead of the night, wert 
murder all their masters and the white men of 
rery family, in the neighborhood in which there 
rere no Negroes. There was so much distrust and 
mnt of confidence^ however, among them, that they 
«so\ved to adopt the other proposition, which was, 
hat they should assemble in the neighborhood of the 
lown, under the pretence of a "Dancing-bout," 
^nd) vv^hen proper preparations were made^ to rush 
into the heart of the city, take possession of cJI the 
arms and ammunition they could find, and murder 
all the white men, and then turn their forces to the 
different plantations. Such was the secrecy with 
Yfhich this conspiracy was conducted, that it was 
discovered only a short time previous to its projected 
expiosion, and many of the negroes had actually as- 
sembled. As soon as the discovery was made, the 
dtizens, by ^^privcUe orders and wMiout noise j^^ rendes- 
\oused at their respective pt>ints of alarm, and imme- 
diately marched to the place M^here the Negroes 
Vfere collected, and without the slightest opposition took 
the whole of them prisoners. The ringleaders of the 
rebellion were immediately executed, and the remain- 
der returned to their daily labor and obedience. 

In the year 1739, there were no less than thkeb 
formidable insurrections among our slaves, lA which 
many valuable lives were lost, and, during the fury 
and devastation of which, the most detestable outra^ 
ges were committed. They were all, however, in- 
stantly quelled, and the measure of retribution was full 
to overflowing. These insurrections were all foment- 
ed by the Spaniards in St. Augustine, who clandestine- 
ly gave protection to all the fugitive slaves from this 
iolony, and by sen(|ing tbe> Priests m emmissaries 
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among our Negroes, created among tbem such ^^i 
and visionary ideas of liberty and freedom, as fiv»«tl 
plunged them into open rebellion* I / 

Hewitt gives us the following interesting accouil 
of this Insurrection. 

"At this time, (about the year 1740,) there were above 40^ 
Negroes in the Province. Long had liberty and protection l> 
promised and proclaimed to them by tlie SpaniarcU cU Augusti 
nor were all the negroes in the province strangers to the prociam^ 
tion. At different times Spanish emissaries had been found secrete 
tampering with them, and persuading them to fly from slaver 
Five negroes, who were cattle hunters, at. Indian Land, some 
whom belonged to Captain McPherson, after wounding his soa aoi 
killing another man, made their escape. Several more attempting t 
get away were taken^ tried, and hanged at Charles Town. 
^ ^^ While« Carolina was kept in a s^te of constant fear and agitatl 
from this quarter, an insurrection openly broke out in the heart of tb< 
settlement which alarmed the whole province. A number of ne*! 
groes having assembled together at Stono, first surprised aiKi killed] 
two young men in a ware-house, and then plundered it of guns antf 
ammunition. Being thus provided with arms, they elected one oi 
tl]fir number captain, and agreed to follow him, marching towardir | 
the south-west, with colours flying and drums beating, like a discip- * 
fined company. They forcibly entered the house of Mr. Godfrey, . 
and having murdentd him, his wife, and children, they took all the 
firms he had itiit, set f re to the h(Ht8e, and then proceeded towards 
Jacksonborough. In their way they plundered and burnt every 
house, killing every white person they found in them, ondcompelUng 
the Negroes to join them. Governor Bull returning to Chariestpn 
from the southward, met them, and, observing them armed, spread 
the alarm, which soon reached the Presbyterian Church at Wiltown, 
where Archibald Stobo was (^'eachbig to a numerous congregation of 
Planters in that quarter. By a law of the province, all Planters 
weie obliged to carry tlieir arms to Church, which at this ertticiil 
juncture proved a very useful and necessary regulation. The women 
were left in Church trembling with fear, while the militia, under the 
command of Captain Bee, marched in quest of the Negroes, who 
by this time had become formidable, from the number that joiueii 
them. They had marched about twelve miles, and spread desola- 
tion through allihe piantations in their way. They halted in an 
open field, and began to sing ^d dance, by way of triumph. Du* 
ring these rejoicings, the militia discovered them, and stationed them- 
selves in di&rent places ari>ound thein, to prevent thei» from making 
their escape. One party advanced into Uie open field a»d attacked 
them, and, having killed some Negroe9, the remainder took to the 
woods and were dispersed. Many ran back to their plantations, m 
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ip^ of escaping sasfncioii from the absence of their masters; but 
e greater part were taken and tried. Such as had been compelled' 
join them, contrary to their inclination, were pardoned, but all the 
men ieaders wid first insurgents suffered death. 

^ All Carolina was struck with terror and consternation by this 
IMirrection) in which above twenty persons were murdered before 
Uras queHed.'' 

We cannot omit to give place to the very valuable 
ocument which follows. It presents a faithful and 
licting picture of the Province at this period, and 
etails with he%rt-rending accuracy the sufferings 
trough which it had passed. What greater or more 
Miorable proof can we have of the bold and perse- 
(ring spirit of our ancestos* Notwithstanding the 
Ifficulties and dangers which surrounded them on 
sides and the afflictions with which they were vis- 
»d, they manfully breasted the storm and triumphed 
er every obstacle. 

We have preserved both the style and punctuation 
the original, a copy of which we have taken from 
I Secretary of State's Office in Charleston : 

tXITION and REPEUiiSENTATIGN to His Majesty of the" present state of 
the Province. 

TO THE king's MOST EXCELLEWT MAJESTY. 

The Hunible Petition and Representation of the Council and Assembly of 
your Majesty's Province ot Soutb>Carolina upon the present state of the 
said Province : 

ST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

We your Majesty's most dutiful and Loyal Subjects the Members of yow 

Sjesty's Council, and the Members of the Commons House of Assembly of 

your Majesty's Province of South-Carolina, now met together in Generirt 

mbly, to tai^e under consideration the dangerous dtuaiion in whifh iht Prb- 

5 now isj Most humbly beg leave to represent to your Majesty, tlnit it is with 

utmost grief and concern we find this Province greatly reduced and wealj>' 

id, by a series of Calamities and Misfortunes which have attended it for some 

le past. The Small Pox, in the year 1738, succeeded by a Peslilentiat Fever ^ 

the year 1739, whereby numbers who had escaped the first were carried off 

the last That again succeeded by an Insurrection of our slaves in whi^i 

\y of the Inhabitants were murdered in a barbarous and cruel manner; and 

^ no sooner quelled than another projected in Charles Tom???, and a third lately 

\n the very heart of the Settlements^ but happily discovered time enough to hMpigt' 

^n/crf. Wrestling with difficultys at home, we see ourselves at the "^i^mffiyit 

i^osed to danger? from abroad, to Enemys very near, and by far too nai8B' 

■ / 
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roataodpow)eH«lforiit; and that the nuiy snocoart whicb yov . 

been gracioaily pUased^fron time to tine to give us, and whaTwe, 
we are, have been able to do for ourselves, comes far short of your 1 
Royal Intention and Eipectations from thence. * 

It is with great reason, we apprehend, that That part of our CalMiitys,j 
ceeding from the (requent attempts of our Slaves, arises from the dengas 
jntriguesof oar Enemy s, the Spaniards in St Augustine and Florida, who I 
had the ruin and destmction of these your Majnty's ColoDys of 9ottth-0 
line and Georghi long in view. Witness the great preparatioiis made at 
Havanna, and dt. Augustine, about three years ago, for a powerful deseeat 
these Provinces ; and since that, in time of profound peace also, a protliawt 
published at St. Augustine, in his Catholic Majesty's name, prmmukmfnn 
and other encouragement to all doves that thould desert from your Majest$'tk 
jeetsofthis Pronnee and jom them. In conseqnence of which ProilaMri 
many have already deserfed, and others encouraged daily to do the aame; i 
even those tehohave committed the most inhuman murders are there karbm 
entertained and caressed. Such, may it please your Majesty, was tbe sitDsl 
of this Province when General Oglethorpe applied to us to assist yoarM>ij 
tv*s Forces in attacking St Augustine. Induced by the aseuninces we had ftf 
that General, and the Commodore of your Majesty's Ships of War, met to 
ther in thf Harbour of Charleston, of the great probabiliiy there was of soca 
and by the advantage, we were sensible would thereby accrue to your 1 
jesty's subjects of this Province and Georgia, and for (he Glory of your Mi^ 
arms, in reducing a Fortress which stands an Eye-sore to the British Domia 
in North America ; and as such has been before attempted by this Prow 
but without succens, we eierted ourselves and chearfully voted such a su, 
of Forces as that General thought sufficient to succeed in that expetfilii 
to8:ether with a great quantity of Provisions, Artillery, Wariike Stores, Ver^ 
for transportation, Arms and Presents for 600 Indians, and many other ne 
saiys: But considering the uncertainty of Wariike Events, and that the £ 
my might be stronger than the General had represented them to be, we ad 
200 men more : The whole expence amounting to a greater sum than our pra 
Circumstance could well bear. With this additional reinforcement, h^I 
the greatest reason to hope for success ; and more especially, as to all this, \ 
afterwards added, your Majesty's p^at supply sent to the General, of Wsi 
Stores pro|)er for such an undertakmg. But so it has fallen out. that with h< 
full of sorrow and anxiety, are we now ol>liged to represent to your Maje 
that this attempt proved altogether uiisuccf ssful, and the Troops sent from I 
Province, by eipress orders dated the4lh instant, from General Oglethrope 
their Commanding Officer, ordered to withdraw from before St Aantstine, i 
to carry off or destroy the Cannon made use of by them against Uie Enen 
Whether the bad success of this expedition proceeds from Misconduct, or fr 
any other cause, we shall not presume to judge. But, may it please your J 
jesty, such being the issue and event of this unhappy Expedition, in which 
our hopes were placed, we are now exposed to a powerful Enemy, rotised w 
resentment, and encouraged by our disappointment, are become more Ton 
dable than ever, and if not speedily prevented by a superior force, roavM 
turn their Arms against us. And what a Tragical scene an attack m)il 
Foreign Enemy must produce, when at the same time our whole force wiH 
scarce sufficient to guard against that within us, is but too apparent. 

Exposed as we are to present danger from the Spaniards, CnnseqUea 
niore ftftal to us, as well as to the whole uf your Ma jesty s' Dominions 
America, are to be apprehended in case of a rupture with France, frorai 
wonderful Progress made in these few years by that Nation in their grand i 
long projected schen;e, of opening a commnnication between their Cani 
and Quebec Settlements and those on the great River Messisslppi to the BsJ 
Mexico. A Scheme, great to them, but dangerous lo the British Dominia 
as has l»een heretofore set forth by two several Representations made to y<S 
Majesty fmm this Province since the year 1734. f his communication b« 
now opened, by that means, they have an Army of between 3, & 4,000 men 
OOP backs; and have of late built new Forts and Reinforced those formei 
built ; by which there is great reason to apprehend, that they are able not oa 
to prevent the progress and extention ot the British Settlements in Siot 
America, but to invade some of what is already settled. 
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^'^, As we ^te bei^toforfe humbly represented to yewr Majesty, this Province nxiJt 

^^t of Greorgia have the most to feHr, not only on account of their being th« 

%e«kest and most exposed to their Eneinysy but on account of their situatioDi 

bd (he great advantage which the French must consequently have by becom* 

m% Masters of them. T^e Country between these Colonys and the French 

- Mttleinents and Garrisons on the Rivers Messisippi and Moville, being plaiDj 

Vat anil open, not intersected by (he large Appalalchian Mountains; we have 

' •Wierefore bo oth^r ^rrier but a few Nations of Indians, far inferior in number 

He theirs. Next to them are the Chickesaws ; a Bold and Brave Peo^. , Strict 

^ends to your fiilajesty's subjects of this Province; but not now in number 

'%bove 400 men ; with them the French have lately made an insidious peace; 

iAed in their secHrlty thereupon, many of them have been cut off by the 

iCfectaw Indians. These Choctaws are very numerous, and under the im* 

^ 0tdiate influence and direction of the French. This together with tlie many 

*i»mer attacks upon that brave Nation of the Chickesaws, leave no room t<* 

1 di&ubt of ihcir intention to exterpate that People, as they have already done 

4i9itt Notcbees, with a view manifestly 1o make their next attempt oii the Creeks, 

} the otiiy remaining Barrier, in that case, be(ween us and the French. In that 

fKation the French have lone bad a Fort, called the Alabama Port ; which they 

mtVB lately reinforced ; and by repeated intelligence from our Trader^, art 

i^mr using then* utmost'' endeavours, by offers of great Presents as well as 

[treats, to withdraw our People from our Interest, and to engage (hem to 

1 destroy our Traders now amongst them^ In which, were they to succeed, 

1 lerrtble naust be the fate of these your Majesty's Provinces of South-Carolina 

* and Georgia; who unless supported must fall a^Prey to them and their numerous 

lldiftiis^ whose devastations and crueltys this Province has heretofore fatally 

;)erieticed : and they in that case become Masters of what they have had 

igin view, to it^ a settlement and Ports on this Eastern part of the American 

ktinent, 90 absolutely necessary for the support and advantage of their baclr 

lements, and of great u^e to their Sugar Islands in America, which at 

^nt depend almost wholly upon the English Colonys for Lumber and 

ivisions: But as they are now situated have no other owning but from the 

ers .Moville and Messissippi, at the extremity of the Bay Appalatchee, in 

Entrance of the Gulf of Mexico, which renders their traffic from these 

[oiiys not only tedious but dangerous; and then once having secured a 

menton this shore, and a communication opened to their settlements on 

Rivers; we have reason to apprehend they may become Masters of all 

ida and its Coasts (Juite down to ttiese great Rivers, including St. Augustise 

if it remains unconquered by your Maiesty, and that large tract of 

and rich soil called the Appalatchees, formerly conquered by the Inhabi* 

iMfe of this Province from the Spaniards. Sncb> May it please your Majesty. 

^ms to be the great schemes of the^French, part of which are already executed 

and performed; and wh^t are to come, we can easily foresee, but are of too 

rMi and extensive a nature for us to prevent. 

SUpectations and hopes arising at first from (he settlement of Georgia being 
i|ow vanished and gone by^ the drooping] and languid condition of the few 
Mabitants which still remain there, our own^lnhabitanis and fortunes greatly 
^9duoed and impoverished by a long Series of Calamitys and JVfisfortunes 
fceretofore unknown, we have nothing left but to fly to your Majesty for pr»» 
lotion. And full of gratitude for the many favours heretofore conferred in 
,^s Proiince, and confiding in that glorious disposition and spirit so lately 
^denced and made appear to us by your Majesty in the early care taken of 
these your remotest subjects in America, by the assistance of so many of your 
Ji^esly's Ships of War, the good effects of which we have already, in manf 
(53| instances, experienced. 
,e &< ; We most humbly and earnestly implore your Majesty's, most Rojral amt 
mv Internal f>rotection and assistance against our Enemys by Land, and particu- 
^toi 'W^y ^ose' in St. Augustine; who, no doubt, by our disappointment now bid 
,^„^ ^ defiance to the power and force of this Provinces and from whence we hav9 
)0 t sustained so many losses and injurys, bj/ the recepHm from Hme to tiiiU of our 
l^roK ^^kstrted Slaves, and even of those who have committed the most barbarow and 
noif n*"^"^' Murderi of their Masters. And we most humbty pray your Majesty that 
ii iIji ease thiaFortoess should remain unconquered; theo many (utiire Pe«c9 t9 

10 
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be concluded, between your Majesty and the King of Spain, provision nay 
be made for the restoration of our Slaves already deserted, and for our aectuitr 
against such Evils for the future, as also for the great expence which iSi 
Attended this Province in consequence thereof 

All which we most humbly and earnestly submit to your Majesty's Rojtf 
Consideration ." . « 

In the Upper House of Assembly the 26 day of July 1740. 

JOHN FENWICKE. / 

^ *i 

In the Commons House of Assembly the 26 day of July VA ; 
By Order of the Hoiue ^ 

WILLM. BULL, Junr. Speaker.^ 

Ifa consequence of these repeated e0[ervescenoei 
among our slaves, it was found expedient to the safej^ 
of the Colony, to circumscribe their privileges, and ^ 
adopt such measures as would prevent any possibil^ 
of concert among them* The Negro Act of the yc 
J 740, (still in the Statute Book, though not actue 
in force) passed with a view of avoiding the dang^ 
inseparably connected with the institution of slay^ 
among us, was actively and efficiently enfo^-ced, 
all its penalties and provisions carried into lull ef 
The rigid policy of the Act, when faithfully pursi 
corrected the evil for many years, and, by visitlir 
with prompt dnd exemplary punishment every # 
of insubordination, preserved the tranquility of 
public mind and quieted all its apprehensions, 
soon as this security and confidence^ were restoi 
however, a general relaxation in the execution of 
sailutary provisions of the Act took place, and 
Negroes, progressively, step by step, regained tli 
confidence and concert among themselves that alwi 
follow the absence of proper discipline. They re 
vered the ground they had lost — re-assumed 
privileges of which they had been hitherto deprivcw^.. 
corresponded more intimately with each other, bi?p' 
in their public and private associations-^-^nd finaff*;] 
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brojected the plan of awther lofimrectiaii, in Cam- 
den and Its vicinity. This was, perhaps, plotted with 
more secrecy and ingenuity of design than even 
that of the late intended Insurrection in Charleston ; 
and was to have been attended with a correspond- 
ing result. Part of the Town was to have been 
set an fire— all the male white inhabitants iiuliscrinil- 
nately massacred, and the feoiales reserved for a 
destiny still more horrible and revolting. 

We have been unable to procure a copy of the 
minutes of the Town Council of Camden, in rela- 
tion to this event; but we have been obli^gty favor- 
ed with the following Narrative, by Francis G. De- 
UEssELiNE, Esq. who was in Camden at the time. 
Some few particulars may have faded in his recol- 
lection, but the important features of the transaction 
are presented with perfect accuracy. The memory 
cDngB with too great a tenacity to these to allow any 
possibility of a want of fidelity. 

^* In compliance ^ith your request I send you a Narrative of Uie pro- 
jected )c6iisp^rdcy of the blacks in Camdbn, and its neighborhood^ 
in the year I8l^ — ^the professed design of n^iich, was to murder att 
the fffhites^ and free ' themselves, A long lapse of time has erased 
from my memory many of the particulars, but I am enabled to give 
you the following outline : 

" About the middle of June, 18l6, Col. Crssnut, a citizen of 
Caftiden, and aii aid-d«-camp to Gov. Williams, was informiad by 
a favorite and confidential slave, that propositions of a dangerous 
character had been made to hhn, in relation to a projected insurrection 
among the blacks — and that the > time and place of rendezvous had 
been already appointed His coaster, placing the most unreserved 
confiden(te in his fidelity, directed htqi to attend the ip^tings of the 
conspirtitjors, previous totKe developemeiit of the ploi and, at the 
same tid^, to conduct hims«jlf with the most guarded disoretwa*-*- 
A communication was immeciB^tety had with Go verm »r Williams, 
»nd Colon^ Chesnut received\the n^ecessary lnflfiw(!^ons witt re* 
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^d to A«f de£sat«f the conspiracy. These were commmticnted Id 
aooe other thaa the Town GouacU ; and sncfa was the secrecy wiA 
which the whole afmr wofi conducted^ that on the monung of Ae» 
Ist or 2nd of July^ the young men chosen to arrest the lingleadeQ 
of the conspiracy were assembled under the pretence of a fox chase^ 
and despatched under the command of leaders, who were jenj<mied 1 
the utmost secrecy. Thev were perfectly ignorant of the nattnreif 
the service they were on, until the moment th^ were Ordered tolg^ 
t'est the conspirators, most of whom were at work in the fieids, 
miles apart. Their movements were so secret and simultaneQii( 
that the arrests were made almost at the same instant of time^ 
without any intimation on the part of those respectively arrestedjl 
the fate of their confederates. The same caution was subsequerf^ 
used, at their trial, to conceal the naipe of the informer, who 
likewise in custody. The most satisfactory testimony, inde] 
of that of the informer, and regulated by the most rigid 
emdence, suffici<sntly established their guilt ; and the £rst gai^ 
were executed died ignorant of the informer. They all 
their crimes, and the most intelligent of them acknowle<%eaj 
they had no causes of complaint against their individual 
advised their surviving brethren of the futility of any 
etttempt. They expressed themselves surprised with th^ mM 
humane manner of the proceedings instituted s^lsunst them, and 
ly acknowledged that they had anticipated immediate death in 
of a discovery. Two brothers engaged in this rebellion could 
«nd write, and were hitherto of unexceptiond characters, 
were re&giousy and had always been regai^ded in the light 
:^^lul servants. A few appeared to have been 
solely by the instinct of the most brutal licentiousness 
by the lust of plunder — ^but most of them by wild and frantic 
of the rights of man, and the miscomeived injunctions and 
f^ Holy writ. ^' 

« The scheme had fcwr its object the conflagration of a part of j 
town— the mlassacre of all the whke male inhabitants, and the 
brutal sacrifice of the femal?. Their plan was entrtistedio ar 
only, and thi^ left its developement and ccmsummation to 
relying on Ae presumed disposition to rebellion on the part of 
blacks of every description. ,^^ 

<^ The n^t of the 4th of July wa| appointed fw the explosk^M.1 
Great an:iiety had been exhibited among the younger ond moi«# 
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^leiit ^^Mctates in the l«v(^t,i)i the different meeting that were hel^,tb 
pr^eipitate the period of attack, and b^in the work of desolaticm and 
^lighter some time before. But the cautious and calculating judgment 
^f the more cunning and elder urged as reasons for deferring it^ that there 
was a scarcity of provisions — that the crops not yet _ made would be 
lost in the ccmfusion that would ensue, and that famine would ac- 
complish what force might not be able to efiect. They confidently 
i^d, €dso, upoa the usual mdulgences among us on a day cdebrated 
US a great national jubilee ; and it was finally determined, that the 
mght of the 4th of July should be appointed as the time for the re- 
election of the horrors of the SdciUan Vespers. The different 
commands had l>een regularly assigned to particular leaders, and all 
had been allotted, except that of Commander-in-Chief. This was 
neerved ior him who should first force the gates of the Arsenal, To 
i^engtfaen the possibilUy of success, the Negroes firom the circum- 
^ceQt country were invited,.'under various pretences, to Camden that 
%ht. The fidelity of a favorite domestic, as I have alres^y stated, 
^^ated their flagitious scheme, and consinedthe ling-leaders of the 
livplt to a premature and ignominious grave. The Legislature of 
ite S^xte purchased the freedom of the infoemer, caid settkd a 
ItKsxoN upon him for life. 

H Although many were known to have been concerned In the In- 
lorrection, none but the chiefs of the revolt were executed. As well 
|ij can recollect, the whole number hung was six.'^ 



i^ 



We l^ave no account in the history of the countiy 

<rf any other Insurrection from the year 1816 until 

Ae present year (1822.) The particulars of this are 

t[)o fresh in the memory of ail to need any repetition. 

It was a subject of deep and breathless anxiety, and 

^ features are preserved with the most scrupulous 

l^uracy in the memory of those who were to have 

been the victims of iti^diabolical brutality. Thirty- 

j,^i pf^e of the detestable miscreants, who were the ring-- 

[^ leaders of the meditated rebellion, have expiat^ 

[ ^eir crime on the gallows — a,nd have been hung up 

^^ds ap awiiil warning to those who remain. The 
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hiiiMmty oi our laws has spared odters who wen 
implicated in the plot — btit driven tiiem into perpel* 
ual exile, to suffer death in the event of their retook 
ing to our shores. \ 

Thus has perished, and thus will forever perish, tl^ 
hopes of ail misguided and deluded incendiaricf 
It is utterly impossible for tbem^ to affect any tevdbii* 
tion in the state and condition of society in which 
they stand, nor can all their stratagems avail them % 
such a design. Their treachery, though it walU 
only in the gloom and shadow of midnight, andshoM 
its '^ iiark and dangerous brow," at that dead ha^^ 
so suited to its evil machinations, will always be detiS§\ 
ed; nor 9an the most elaborate ingenuity "hidel? 
from prevention." There is no secre(?y profoin. 
enough to conceal such a Heaven^ffending sin. ^l 

The utter Impracticability of succeeding in 
meditated Insurrection on the part of our 
population is sufficiently demonstrable, we 
from the evidence we have collected and 
duced. Their general inferiority in the gifta, 
nature — the imbecility of spirit, necessarily su 
duced by their condition — the fidelity and attach 
of some — want of confidence among themsel 
a principle of duty onahe part of many, and r( 
mnong the more reflecting — coupled with other * 
illiary causes — will forever baffle all prospect*' 
successful rebellion. The facts and obs^fftt 
which follow,v strengthen the proposition we 
discussed, and present a luminous arrangeme: 
arguments fully conclusive upon the silbject 
article at the same time comprehends, in a condei 
form, most ot the views of which the subject is c^ 
ble of being illustrated. It is from the pen of Bi^^j 
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*MiN Elliott, Es^. a gentlemen, well known and 
^* 'estimated for his general information, as well as for 
'''"this intimate and accurate knowledge of the partic- 
ular history of our country. We have been greatly 
, indebted to him in the prosecution of our design, arid 
have frequently drawn our information, upon some 
H. interesting topics, from the fountain of his own 
^ memory and reflection. 

TO OUR NORTHERN BRETHREN. 

Fkllow Citizens — 

Were we to misjudge you from the vile paragraphs of some of your 
editors, we should almost believe that you would delight to see 
Charleston another Wyoming, and could behold without emotion, 
Virginia and Kentucky smoking like the first Isle of the Antilles. 
We, however, hold no such unworthy opinion of you. It is the lot of 
an countries to produce beings, who, like the depredators in the diseas- 
ed district of the City of New- York, would prosper on the affliction 
of their fellow creatures. But, while we must expect to find charac- 
ters who would foment commotion to advance themselves^ we should 
be satisfied that the American people are too sound to inculcate 
dreachery and justify assassination. It is, therefore, I would suppose, 
diat you were not aware of the deep atrocity of the late machinations 
in our city, or you would declare that we have felt as you would have 
felt, and in our proceedings have but obeyed the dictates of nature 
^d of wisdom. We would, therefore, invite you temperately to 
Wvey the various circumstances of this event. 

This description of our population had been allowed to assemble 
for rc/^wtw instruction. — The designing leaders in the scheme of vil- 
l^ny, availed themselves of these occasions to instill sentiments of 
ferocity, hy falsifying the Bible, All the severe penal laws of the 
Israelites were quoted to mislead, them, and the denunciations in the 
prophecies, which were intended to deter men from evil, were declar- 
ed to be divine commands which they were to execute. To confirm 
this doctrine, they were told that Heshbon, that Bashan with its sixty 
Cities had been destroyed, man, wbman and child ; that in the deso- 
lation of Midian, only the males were destroyed, at which Moses was 
ifispleased, and deliberately ordered the death of the boys and their 
mothers. That Joshua levelled the walls of Jericho, and regarded 
neither age nor sex; and that David vanquished empires and left not 
man, woman or infant alive. Not content with this execrable per- 
vertion — with exhibiting the God of Mercy as another Jaggemaut, 
they were informed of what their color had perpetrated abroad. 
Such was their religion — such the examples to be imitated. 

After having rendered them fiends in principle, they were prepared 
to be fiends in action. A regular plan was formed to annihilate us 
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tind our abodes; the arsenals and stroi^ holds weretohtiTO 
seized, and the leaders were nominated for each attack. Besides xhi 
uistruments which many of them possessed as mechanics, vill^^jn^ 
were engaged iu manufacturing arms; several pike-handles were zHs- 
covered; Pharoah and Peter had swords; Ned Bennett bad a sword 
to km wolves^ but which he designed first to try upon his master-, ^/' 
whom he had received every indulgence. The^ places of rendezvous, 
the night, the hour were determined — ^and th^ imps of rebellion «verp 
to have made Chasleston one scene of flames and carnage, had cliej 
been able. It is no diminution of their crime to say they were xiot 
able; — ^guilt is in the intention and not in the act. ' 

<< Under such circumstances of just exaspiration, what did the eiti- 
zens of Charleston ? Did they yield to their passions and commit an i 
indiscriminate massacre, as would have been done, in many peaces, 
under less excitement? Nothing like it. A court was organized of 
distinguished integrity, respectability and intelligence ; the niember; 
of which felt their own high reputation involved with the untarnislied 
reputation of their State and Country. So far from being precipitate^ ' 
they were occupied several days in investigating the nature of the con- 
spiracy, before they put the individuals accused upon their trials. — | 
The cases of the criminals were conducted with that liberality, 
justice and impartiality, which characterise American jurisprudence^ i 
which is no where more conspicuous than in South-Carolina, and was ' 
never more pure than on this painful occasion. Their guilt was de- i 
monstrated, and what ought to have been done Y Disregard the law — I 
unleash them upon society, ai|et encourage arepitition of their projects.^ 
No one, I hope, in our extensive empire, would intimate such a wisli. I 
What was done ? — That which duty enjoined and precedent justified 
These culprits meditated against us, fire, pillage, treason, treachei^ i 
to their masters, with outrages not to be named. Thus they blended I 
four capital offencee in one crime. Ought not capital punishment 
then to have been awarded? It is certainly not unexampied--— 2? | 
the Spanish conspiracy agaihst Venice, which partakes of the character 
of this, three hundred and Jifty were put to death. George IL execu- 
fifty-fofur of the first men in Britain for the rebellion of 1745. Nor I 
are we without domestic precedent. An insurrection occurred in the 
city of New-York in 1712. As soon as the alarm-gun was fijsed, and | 
a detachment of the guards appeared, the insurgents fled to the woods ; 
where they were surrounded ; several through desparation %hot theror I 
selves^ the rest were captured, and nineteen executed. , ' 

"Another was meditated in 1741, «vhen there were two thousand I 
Negroes and twelve thousand whites in the city of New-York. It | 
was then found necessary to bubn thirteen and to hang eighteen iie* i 
groes with four whites, to traosport eighty negroes and five whit^. 

J[« NeuhYorh . * . In Charleston* , 

Egcecutedy 35 - - - - 35 | 

'I}ramported,%:i - . . - Sf 

120 - . - - 72 
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gjM. *^Uow — t short period before the negro plot was discovered id 
fKew-York, an insurrection broke out in Carolina. Many of the 
jj^K Wng4eaders were shot or hanged, but none punished in any other 
^^mde. There can then be no ground to imagine -that we ever, undeif 
me circumstances^ would be more severe than our Northern 
en. Every measure essential to our s<, i-protection, will be, 
think , you will not dispute, ought to be adopted. It would, 
>re, be philantlirophy to impress upon the more intelligent 
1 of this population the wisdom of good conduct. Schemes 
nrcclion, such as the present, cannot succeed. The white 
ition of each State alone, is adequate to suppress the/n. From 
SI settlement of Carolina, we have been accustomed to these 
t?e eflbrts. Hlider O'.ir Proprietary government, there was a 
►us out-law by the name of Sebastian ; Governor Gibbs issued 
oclamation, and the Indians soon entitled themselves to the 
I. 

1730, a plan was conceived against Charleston. They were 
i to assemble, were then taken, iand proper examples made. 
(Tears afterwards, what we dominate the Gullah toavj occurred, 
as more general — In St. Paul's Parish they appeare<d in arms^ 
ater part were killed, and not more than two or three escaped, 
lohn's Parish they were discovered by Major Cordes' faithful 
Peter, and in Charleston, they were also discovered, suppress 
1 punished. The negro law of 1740, was enacted in conse^^ 
of the last, and has proved our security from that perioc^ 
istanding the occasional effervescences of insubordination^ 
story of South-Carolina, in this particular, has been the history 
y State in the Union. 

lother impediment to the progress of conspiracy will ever be 
n the fidelity of some of our negroes. The servant who is 
his master, would be false to his God. One act of perfidy is 
first step in the road of corruption and of baseness ^ and those 
I this occasion, have proved ungrateful to thfeir owners, have 
en hyprocrites in reUgion. Bat it is a reputable truth, that 
•y sueh occasion, servants h-ive been found who were worthy 
idness and confidence of their Masters. 

sides, when the moment of trial comes, among large bodies of 
)me " will be shocked at what they are about 

etrat remember that by disclosure, may be 

;d m( through perils. Jaffikb saved Venice, 

>st c( sn inferior to Jafpikr. We must alsp 

ber t mankind Vou' ' "" dangerous en- 

Bs.— «t bodyofthes would prefer 

md ( ?sent comforts, rdous commo*» 

I with ai it always has b ever will be. 

•'^ Supera asic securities, the proportion 

\^two to 07.C mi M*v --se^^g"^^ population of uated like our- 

Ives. Our sister and neighbor, Tennessee, bas/owr to'one, and the 

^ DCS of Orleans have but to know that we fare in danger tf be wifti 

latthQ first tap of the dnm*- 
11 
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"The National Government, also can preserve 'the peace of the 
country. It was established expressly to ensure domestic tranquilJi^y 
and suppress 'ifisurrection. It has been tried, and found efficienti 
iThe President may summon upwards v{\five to one. The old f r^nrJl 
government with three thousJind regulars, protected their krtasi ' 
colony, and a small military force is found adequate in the Britlsl 
West Indies. Surely the American government could, and would c 
as much, Vere it necessary. A change cannot then be eflV^cied I 
force, nor would it be beneticial to the Ifnited States. Our rcs' 
would swarm with paupers, and every wood be infested with bonditi 
But, under the existing regulations, they contribute to general we^Ttl 
and are prcservtti from want, misery and crime. The State?? i 
which they are located have been fully as instrumental in originatiuj 
and defending our political independence as those without tfjsm; an ^7 ^ 
at every crisis have equally illustrated the valor and power of 01 
common country'. Durine the Revolution, we frustrated and repelh — . 
the enemy for four years, from 1776 to '^Oj during which period ouf 
Northern brethren were over-run and under tlifir feet. Wnat naMott 
—what portion of this great nation has surpassed in splendor and lA 
conduct, the victories of Moultrie and of Jackson? In civil ta^ 
lents — in devotion to the Republic — in the most ennobling sentiment* 
of the heart — in charity — in hospitality — when has the South or Jie 
, West been deficient ? Never — ^you will vohintarily acknowleilge. 

" From these observations, then, I trust you will feel that onfj 
Court have done their duty, and merit the gratitjjde not only of theif 
immediate fellow citizens, but of their fellow cf 'lens throughout th« 
Union. You will also, I think, perceive that the happifiess of this 
population will be measured and decided by their own good conduHy 
and, that to support subordination^ is a duty enjoined by philan^hro* 
phy, patriotism, and tiie best interests of America. 

" I submir the above facts and observations to my fellow citkens 
prenerally; and trust that the voice of animadversion will be forever 
hushed, in the universal good feeling' of our sister States." 

Although the utter impracticability of effeoiiiig any 
permanent change in their condition, by an inkirrec- 
tion among our Slaves, has been, we think, fully de- 
monstrated, it is nevertheless indis|>ensible to our. 
safety to watcTi all their motions with a careful and; 
scrutinising eye^^nd lu pursue such a system of po*; 
licy, in relation to them, as wOl effectualiy |^ent all 
secret combinarions among theift, hostilAt^liiir peace. 
Every possible p^ecawtion should be adi^ted^lhatiscal' 
cul ted, in the remotest degree, to save us from acat^s- 
trophe whichat all times threatens us, ^ad of the horrors 1 
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of which, the imaginmlon can form no definite idea. 
The Crisis through whidi we have so recently mid pro- 
videntially pnssed, had long been anticipated by those 
who were minute observers of the passing events of . 
the times. A general spirit of insubordination among 
our slaves and free negroes — springing from the relax- 
ation of discipline on the part of the whites — had been 
long discernable — nor are the other auxiiliary causes so 
occult that they cannot be easily pointed out. 

We look upon the existence of our Free Blacks 
among us, as. the greatest and most deplorable evil 
with which yve are unhappily afflicted. They arc, ge- 
nerally speaking, an idle, lazy, insolent set of vagabonds, 
who live by theft or gambling, or other means equal- 
ly vicious and demoralising. And who, from 
their general carriage, and insolent behaviour in the 
community, are a perpetual source of irritation to our-- 
selves, and a fruitful cause of dissatisfaction to our 
slaves. Our slaves, when they look around them and 
see persons of their c/ton ^oior enjoying a comparative 
degree oi freedom^ and assuming privileges beyond 
their own condition, naturally become dissatisfied with 
their lot, until the feverish restlessness of this disposi- 
tion' foments itself into inNurrection, and the "black 
fltx)^ of long-vctained spk'Cii" breaks down every prin- 
ciple of duty and obedience. We would respectfully 
recommend to the Legislature, therefore, the exptdi- 
cncy of remaning this evil, and of rooting it out of the 
land. A law, banishing them, male and female, from 
the State, imder the penalty of death, or of perpetual 
servitude, upon their return — or placing such a tax ' 
upon them, as, from its severity, would render it im- 
practicable for them, to remain among us — is desirable. 
Either of these modes presents a feasible ami easy 
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irothod of clearing the country ^f this detcstalj^e r//,>. 
The exarapl* t)i a s\^ur Stale* in this latter put 'K ; \ 
gives us a whol* some iossou oi' instruction. Our ; 
lunthioph'C Urcthre5» at the North and East, ^ iL» 
doubt, afford thetn an asyhjm, and i/c have tv^rv . 
position to-ct ridof thcn^ — Under such a dLspenv:. 
therefore, all parties mi^ht he satisfied. Shoula 
necessity of such an cxpeiiient appear obvious t- 
Legislature, we ouf^ht, in cotnniou humanity, tc ^ 
that their departure from our shores should b»' -xxti 
cd with every necessary comfort and convenier;cr - 
An appropriation of funds, therefore, to meet the ' 
gencies of such an event, and to provide for thosf \\ 
mi^ht be tneap.ihle of providing for themselves, vvr ;. 
b«* necessary. !f u e are compelled, from our si tii ati 
to pass over some of the more rigid and fundaiiur 
principles of r//hs7/(/// j.jsrice, let the enoroarhme^ c 
made with aslhtk^ individual distress as pos>ibir. 

There are many enlightened and intelligcui j 
who are of opinion, th_attlie ^mc measures shouU 
adopted in relation to our Frkl Mui^ttoes — an<i i: = 
they are as serious an aliiiction, both to the morat c ; 
security of the State, as the Free Blacks theiiiviv 
We are, however, of an opinion, directly the revcr 
and are.decidedly opposed to any system of legislar; 
that would end in banishing them. They are, hi i 
estimation, (but perhaps we have viewed the sub; 
in an improper light) a barrier between our own co' 
and that of the black — aud, in cases of insurrection. . 
xnore likely to enlist themselves under the bannei >^ 
the whites. Most of them are industrious, sober, ha' ^ 
""working mechanics, w ho have large families and cu 
siderable property : and as far as we are acquaint 
with their temper, and disposition of their feelic: 

"* Georgia. 
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p the idea of an association with the bkcJcs in ai?y 
|3iise that may have for its object the revolution of 
, condition. It must be recollected also, that the 
«'tcr part of them own slaves themselves, and are, 
reforc, so fur interested in this species of property' 
jto keep (hem on the watch, and induce them to dis- 
use any plans that niay he injurious to our peace 

,.xpeHeuce justmes this conclusion. The important 
iscoveries, in most instances of insurrection, particu- 
A^ -iy in the lasr, have been made through ihe imme- 
'diate instrumentality and advice of this class. Would 
It iK'gcaoious then to drive them from the comforts of 
_ _;- present sitmuiou, and exile them from our shores, 
wiifn we at the same time acknowledge the value of 
die services th«y have performed ? We think not— 
But It <:i for wiser ana uctier beads to determine—W^e 
feel satisfied that whatever will be don^iu this respect, 
wjli be dictated by asoand and wholesome judgment. 
It is politic and proper at the .same time, however, to 
preserve such a system of discipline in relation to 
them as will effectually mark their distinctive condi- 
tion m society, and regulate their degree, when placed 
in opposition to that of our own. If this principle of 
.prudent Legislation be onc(*lost sight of, the barriers 
;bctween us niust necessarily become nothing more 
than a mere rope of sand. 

"Take but nE«R,;; -away .vrtM.ne <W^„>», 
And.h^rkv uhat discord follo.vB, each thing meets 
In mere oppwrnancv a ■ 

We had projected a further discussion of several 
other topics intimately connected with our present 

have already been extended, renders it impracticable 
*t pre^t. We may, perhaps, at some future period^ 
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not ffxr di'^taiiU r^nc^w our -p* Oi^liition-, and 
froi-1 otlKT rithoiliies *i:an tho.«^e \\? b<»ve ^ 
us'^il qddit^oria^ rvidoncos of the piDpriety* 
views we have tjken. Ihe .subj»^ct is 30 vital 
pojfaijt that it c.iiiuM ^o too often a^'iluted or <1 
sed. Everyone who hu8 a Ao./?.?; :uiK>npHt u:i- 
more iv^vilcvdaily &*}<%,' who^c h-.^i:r»)ne>s ?3 , 
dercd vtiji moif* felitAti^nis by the rndna.TiJ'^ < 
ncxjoti.. th ;i spruig irom uic Klalirru- of d(>n;t\ 
Fife—vyhfi havt^ \\i\c> fii^*^ ;c>^k v.p to U:cni for proft 
Uon — av»d rhi'diru ^ h /'. ^n^o *\\i::n 1 >r safety ^\ 
Hjcurity — fi v! fbar ir is oi'' i'k^vJ: \W\r^ \hc's hcur^ )V^ 
fhe utnio.st hjrriisn}' of ^'^ucrrst — i iKr^Muv i «:_[ 

cify — We ougiit noi 'it 4'»r' ^,.?-,C'i'^^' our f-** vs, jcts 
to the pmscDt, or >'. sir it :o t!>e roiuracted pe^iov'i 
when the h^ur-^'^las-es rffoi^r nva exi^'fiKC run out. ^ 
O^^r thoughts should be D-Ot'e cxpuu(!rd — v^V ou::.h. to * 
legislate for our chUdren — we ouu^h to Ivgi^Jut^/ for . 
poiiTEiliTY. Let it nevi'V be forgottru. thai '*our Nf:- '^ 
*3}iofc:5 are truelv the Jacohhi^ iS the countrv: tiiat 
tjiey are the anarchists aud the ibuicsijr.memy; x\\c i 
rommon eneioy of dillizM society, arc! the barbariau^^ 
who would, IF iHv.y coo;.n, become uim t^rsritOYE-V 
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